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HORIZON 

PROVED  IN  THE  NORTH, 
THE  NEW  GENERATION  OF 
CONTRACEPTIVE  SHEATHS 
NOWGOES  NATIONAL 

*  Horizon  has  already  achieved  26%  share  in  outlets 
stocking,  and  has  helped  the  sheath  market  to  38%  growth, 
in  the  North  and  Scotland. 

*  Horizon  will  be  backed  by  £i  million  nation  press 
advertising. 

*  Horizon  offers  a  minimum  50%  profit  on  return. 


1  r\ 

■  HORIZON, 

A  REAL  CHANGE 
IS  BETTER  THAN  THE  REST 

For  more  details,  contact  Nicholas  Hall,  Director  of  Marketing,  Akwell  division  of  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co., 

FREEPOST,  High  Wycombe  HP12  3BR,  Bucks. 
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Why  retailers  all  over  the  country  are 
getting  into  Tufty  Tails  disposable  nappies. 


G.S.  (Manchester) 

'It's  a  particularly  good  line  for  the  holidays  when 
mothers  take  their  babies  away  from  home.  And  note 
the  excellent  profit  margins.' 


B.J.  (Cardiff) 

'They're  the  only  ones  that  come  in  three 
different  sizes! 


J.  G.  (Glasgow) 
Nappy  rash?  Not  any  more.  Tufty  Tails  special  filter 
surface  keeps  the  skin  drier". 


J.  L.  (Birmingham) 

'These  tie-on  disposable  plastic  pants  fit  so  much 
more  neatly  and  comfortably  than  the  old  popper- 
stud  kind! 


C.  S.  (Nottingham) 

'They're  much  more  absorbent  than  ordinary' 
disposable  nappies! 


RW.  (Edinburgh) 

'Nobody  else  had  really  thought  out  a  proper 
disposable  system  before! 


B.T.  (Liverpool) 

'They  give  me  plenty  of  support.  There's  a  national 
sample  mailing  exercise  to  mothers.  Good  trade 
offers  too.' 


K.F.  (London) 

'They're  running  a  big  TV  campaign  in  London 
this  autumn! 


At  last  someone's  thought  out  a  disposable  nappy 
system  that  really  works. 

With  three  sizes  of  nappy  for  babies  of  all  ages. 
And  three  sizes  of  disposable  plastic  pants.  Isn't  it 
time  you  got  into  them? 

TiiftyTails 

For  further  information  contact:  Norman  Garrett.  Modo  House, 
Chichester  Street.  Chester  CHI  4 BP.  Tel.  0244  373661. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
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A  call  by  Irish  doctors  for  "nomen  pro- 
prium"  labelling  of  dispensed  medicines 
was  discussed  by  last  month's  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland's 
Council. 

The  Society  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  Irish  Medical  Association,  drawing 
attention  to  a  motion  which  had  been 
approved  by  a  large  majority  at  the  asso- 
ciation's recent  annual  meeting.  The 
motion  recommended  "that  all  drugs  pre- 
scribed by  medical  practitioners  be 
supplied  in  containers  labelled  with  the 
pharmaceutical  name  of  the  drug  except 
where  the  prescribing  medical  prac- 
titioner specifically  requested  otherwise". 

The  registrar,  Mr  M.  J.  Cahill,  was 
directed  to  reply  stating  the  traditional 
practice  of  pharmacists  to  label  all  dis- 
pensed medicines  in  accordance  with  the 
written  directions  of  the  prescriber.  A  doc- 
tor who  wished  to  have  a  prescription 
labelled  with  the  name  of  the  drug  could 
ensure  that  that  is  done  by  writing  the 
abbreviation  NP  on  his  prescription,  or, 
if  he  wished  to  have  all  his  prescriptions 
so  labelled,  by  having  his  notepaper  over- 
printed NP.  Many  doctors  had  informed 
pharmacists  that  they  did  not  wish  to 
depart  from  the  long-standing  procedure 
and  it  could  be  invidious  for  pharmacists 
to  assume  responsibility  for  what  was 
essentially  a  decision  for  the  prescriber. 

A  second  letter  from  the  IMA  r  com- 
mended that  where  medicines  are  dis- 
pensed for  oral  administration,  a  5ml 
measure  should  always  be  supplied.  The 
Council  agreed  with  the  Association's 
view  but  it  was  pointed  out  that  5ml 
spoons  were,  not  always  available  from 
the  usual  suppliers.  Efforts  are  to  be  made 
•  to  improve  supply. 

Meeting  with  Parfce  Davis 

The  president,  Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  repor- 
ted on  a  meeting  held  recently  with 
representatives  of  Parke  Davis  and  Co 
regarding  supply  difficulties  of  certain  pre- 
scription medicines.  Subsequently,  the 
company's  representatives  thanked  the 
Council  for  the  opportunity  extended  to 
them  to  explain  the  current  situation ;  the 
company  had  agreed  to  circularise  all 
community  and  hospital  pharmacists 
summarising  the  points  raised  at  the  meet- 
ing. Members  of  the  Council,  in  recording 
their  thanks  to  Parke  Davis  for  their 
prompt  response  to  the  Society's  approach, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  supply  prob- 
lems will  be  resolved  without  undue  delay. 

During  the  course  of  discussions  at  the 
Law  Committee,  it  was  reported  that 
Poisons  and  controlled  preparations  were 
available  for  sale  at  some  grocery  shops 
and  supermarkets.  Council  decided  that  in 
future,  il  intended  to  publish  the  names 
of  pharmacists  where  it  can  be  estab- 
lished that  they  were  sources  of  supply. 


The  Practice  of  Pharmacy  Committee 
reported  that  many  galenical  preparations 
and  traditional  drugs  were  becoming  less 
frequently  prescribed  and  as  a  result  less 
easy  to  obtain  from  wholesalers  and  other 
suppliers.  The  minimum  pack  size  for 
certain  drugs  was  often  so  large  as  to 
make  compounding  an  uneconomic 
activity. 

The  view  of  th  -  Committee  was  that 
pharmacists  have  a  special  responsibility 
to  provide  an  essential  service  which  they 
alone  are  competent  to  give.  The  honoured 
title  pharmacy  should  be  a  guarantee  of 
a  complete  pharmaceutical  service. 
Pharmacists  are  entitled  to  an  economic 
reward  for  any  services  they  provide  but 
they  should  not  permit  any  modification 
of  accepted  compounding  and  dispensing 
procedures  because  of  pressure  from 
patients.  If  a  pharmacist  finds  himself 
unable  to  dispense  a  prescription  in  a 
particular  instance,  the  Committee  recom- 
mend he  should  helpfully  suggest  an 
alternative  pharmacy. 

Tributes  to  Mr  Kissane 

Mr  Cahill  reported  the  death  of  John 
P  Kissane,  MPSI,  who  was  a  former  presi- 
dent of  the  Society.  The  Council  was 
represented  by  Mr  A.  I.  Quirke  at  his 
funeral.  Mr  T.  R.  Miller,  expressing  his 
regret  said  that  Mr  Kissane  contributed 
in  no  small  way  to  the  advancement  of 
pharmacy;  Mr  Corrigan  expressed  his 
wish  to  be  associated  with  Mr  Millers 
remarks.  The  death  of  Thomas  Wnxon, 
LPSI,  was  also  reported  with  regret. 
Other  matters  included: 

□  The  Council  agreed  to  a  proposal  from 
Mr  M.  F.  Walsh,  seconded  by  Mr  S. 
Hillery,  that  the  September  Council  meet- 
ing be  held  on  September  2  and  the 
October  meeting  on  October  19,  instead 
of  the  usual  dates. 

□  Mr  R.  I.  Power,  Dr  Boles  and  Mr 
Cahill  were  to  represent  the  Society  at  a 
meeting  of  the  EEC  Groupemcnt  later 
that  month  when  the  main  issue  was  to  be 
the  mutual  recognition  of  diplomas. 

□  A  meeting  of  the  joint  committee  orga- 
nising this  year's  Pharmacy  Congress  was 
held  in  Cork  on  May  23. 

Register  changes 

The  following  were  granted  change  ot 
name  in  the  Registers,  marriage  certificates 
having  been  submitted:  Mrs  Margaret  A. 
Hemill  (nee  King),  LPSI;  Mrs  Stella  M. 
Hanley  (nee  Higgins),  LPSI ;  Mrs  Carol  A. 
CofTcy  (nee  Brew),  Assistant;  Mrs  Anna 
M.  Daly  (nee  Green),  Assistant:  Mrs 
Barbara  M.  Kerr  (nee  McAnally).  Assis- 
tant; Mrs  Linda  A.  O'Neill  (nee  Murphy), 
Assistant;  Mrs  Helen  Row  (nee  Enrighl), 
Assistant. 

The  following  addresses  were  changed: 
Mrs  Sheila  Byrne,  MPSI,  to  Puckscastlc, 


Shankhill,  co  Dublin ;  Mrs  Margaret  A. 
Hamill,  MPSI,  to  18  Haydens  Apis, 
Ballinasloe,  co  Galway;  Mrs  Stella  M. 
Hanley  (nee  Higgins),  MPSI,  to  Streedagh 
Road,  Grange,  co  Sligo ;  Mrs  Mary  E. 
O'Carroll,  LPSI,  to  Hodson  Bay,  Athlone, 
co  Westmeath;  Mrs  Catherine  Cregan, 
MPSI,  to  c/o  Canon  A.  Cregan,  Parochial 
House,  Ballybrack,  co  Dublin  ;  Miss  Julia 
Cashell,  LPSI,  to  Mount  Desert  Lodge, 
Lee  Road,  Cork;  Miss  Clare  Ryan,  MPSI, 
to  80  Merrion  Road,  Dublin  4;  Mr 
Thomas  A.  Bourke,  LPSI,  to  Lissane  East, 
Clarecastle,  co  Clare;  Mr  Diarmuid  J. 
Cahill,  MPSI,  to  94  Pine  Valley  Avenue, 
Grange  Road,  Rathfarnham,  Dublin  14; 
Mr  Thomas  J.  O'Dwyer,  MPSI,  to 
Newtownpark  Pharmacy,  3  Newtown 
Park,  Blackrock,  co  Dublin;  Mr  Ranjith 
Lalloo,  MPSI,  to  64  Park  State,  Ballin- 
teer,  Dublin  14;  Mr  Cathal  McCarthy, 
MPSI,  to  27  Island  Way,  Muskerry  Estate,  ■ 
Ballincollig,  co  Cork;  Dr  Owen  K. 
O'Malley,  MPSI,  to  2  Springfield  Park, 
Templeogue,  Dublin  6;  Mr  Patrick  J. 
O'Sullivan,  MPSI,  to  16  Wfiitebeam  Road, 
Clonskeagh,  Dublin  14;  Miss  Denise  K. 
M.  Cope,  Assistant,  to  2  Hawthorn  Drive, 
Hillview,  Clayboy,  Waterford;  Mrs  Carol 
Coffey  to  184  Barton  Road  East,  Dun- 
drum,  Dublin  14;  Mrs  Anne  M.  Daly  to 
Killsbeg,  Fefns,  co  Wexford ;  Mrs  Helen 
Roe  to  76  Blackcastle  Estate,  Navan,  co 
Meath. 

The  Licence  Certificates  of  the  follow- 
ing were  signed  and  sealed:  Partick  J. 
Brady,  Jean  F.  Brogan,  Margaret  A. 
Brogan,  Catherine  M.  Ennis,  Joan  C.  Fitz- 
patrick,  Mary  Garvey,  Mary  McAuliffe, 
Ian  C.  Macdonald,  Eileen  M.  McSweeney, 
Frederick  M.  P.  Matthews,  Abdool  H. 
Mo^la.  Bridget  Gray,  Thomas  Gray  and 
Sean  McEIroy  were  elected  as  Members 
of  the  Society. 

The  following  were  nominated  for 
membership:  Patrick  J.  Brady,  Drum- 
cliffe  Road,  Donegal  Town ;  Jean  F. 
Brogan  and  Margaret  A.  Brogan,  Carrick 
Road,  Boyle,  co  Roscommon ;  David  J. 
Butler,  O'Connell  Street,  Limerick ;  Joseph 
P.  Crilly,  Dublin  Street,  Balbriggen.  co 
Dublin;  Bridget  M.  Fitzgerald,  Barradu.ff, 
Hcadford,  co  Kerry;  Joan  C.  Fitzpatrick, 
Marian  Crescent,  Ballina,  co  Mayo;  Mary 
Garvey,  North  Street,  Swords;  co  Dub- 
lin; Eibhlin  Niamh  McSweeney,  New 
Road,  Tullamore,  co  Offaly ;  Iain  C.  E. 
Macdonald,  Longmeadow,  Cabinteely,  co 
Dublin ;  Mary  McAuliffe,  Church  Street, 
Strokestown,  co  Roscommon ;  Frederick 
H.  P.  Matthews,  Mountain  View,  Dunlear, 
co  Meath;  Agatha  G.  Mitchell,  George 
Street,  Gort,  co  Galway;  Abdool  H. 
Moola,  Green  Park,  Walkinstown,  Dublin 
12. 


Doctors  from  three 
countries  meet  in  Dublin 

Dublin  was  th  venue  this  week  for  doctors 
from  Ireland,  the  UK  and  Canada  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  conjoint  meeting 
between  the  Irish  Medical  Association,  and 
its  British  and  Canadian  counterparts.  An 
international  medical  and  surgical  exhi- 
bition was  also  being  held  at  the  University 
College,  Dublin,  Belfield  site  throughout 
the  meeting. 
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Mr  John  P.  Burke,  Dublin,  was  unani- 
mously' re-elected  chairman  of  the  Irish 
Pharmaceutical  Union's  Contractors  Com- 
mittee at  its  meeting  last  month.  Mr 
Stewart  R.  Eakin,  Carrickmacross,  was 
elected  vice-chairman  and  Mr  Andrew  J. 
Coleman,  Dublin,  treasurer. 

The  Union's  National  Executive  was  told 
that  the  Committee  decided  also  to  elect 
a  negotiating  panel  from  the  membership 
of  which  three  or  four  would  be  called 
upon  to  be  responsible,  with  the  secretary 
general,  Mr  G.  Ledwith,  for  GMS  nego- 
tiations during  the  coming  year.  The  fol- 
lowing were  nominated  to  the  panel:  — 
A.  O'Shea,  Cork;  J.  Holly,  Ardee;  R.  J. 
Power,  Newtownmountkennedy,  co  Wick- 
low;  and  Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  Dublin,  in  addi- 
tion to  Messrs  Burke,  Eakin  and  Coleman. 

The  Contractors  Committee  has  nomi- 
nated Messrs  Burke,  Eakin  and  Dr  Boles 
to  be  the  Union's  representatives  on  the 
new  Pharmaceutical  Services  Standing 
Committee.  That  committee,  which  will 
also  consist  of  representatives  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  the  health  boards, 
and  the  GMS  (Payments)  Board,  will  deal 
with  general  matters  relating  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  GMS  services  as  provided 
under  Section  59(1)  of  the  Health  Act. 

The  establishment  of  the  committee  had 
been  sought  initially  by  the  Union  and  had 
been  recommended  last  year  by  the  Inde- 
pendent Review  Body.  It  will  e  -'ire  that 
routine  problems  of  an  administrative  and 
professional  nature  are  dealt  with  on  a 
regular  basis  rather  than  being  referred 
to  reviews  of  pharmacists  participating  in 
the  scheme. 

The  Union's  Executive  has  adopted  a 
motion  from  the  Eastern  Region  Pharma- 
cists Association  deploring  "the  laxity  and 
the  possible  dangers  of  a  system  whereby 
scheduled  pharmaceutical  preparations  can 
be  stocked  and  sold  by  distributors  with- 
out supervision  by  pharmacists".  Mr  Led- 
with it  to  write  to  wholesalers,  co-opera- 
tives and  other  distributors  expressing  the 
Union's  disquiet. 

Doctors'  labelling  call 

The  Union  has  written  to  the  Irish 
Medical  Association  to  ascertain  if  a 
motion  passed  at  the  recent  IMA  Congress 
in  Kilkenny  is  to  form  the  basis  of  the 
association's  future  poiicy.  The  motion 
stipulated  that  medicines  supplied  by 
.pharmacists  on  prescription  by  doctors 
should  be  supplied  in  containers  labelled 
with  the  pharmaceutical  name  of  the  drug 
unless  the  prescribing  doctor  specifically 
requests  otherwise.  The  Union  is  adamant 
that  such  a  departure  from  already  agreed 
procedures  should  be  a  matter  for  dis- 
cussion between  the  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical professions  and  regrets  that  what 
would  seem  to  be  a  policy  resolution  was 
aired  first  in   the  public  Press  and  not 


through  normal  channels  of  discussion. 

The  views  of  Irish  pharmacists  on  the 
subject  of  labelling  have  been  re-stated  on 
several  occasions,  and  it  has  been  suggested 
that  the  prescriber  include  the  initials  NP 
on  the  prescription  if  he  wished  the  name 
to  be  placed  on  the  label.  However,  Irish 
pharmacists  feel  strongly  that  if  all  medi- 
cations were  labelled  NP,  it  would  lead  to 
the  emergence  if  a  "latter-day  diagnosti- 
cian" who  would  be  a  menace  both  to 
himself  and  to  those  he  wished  to  impress, 
and  a  scourge  to  his  doctor.  It  was  also 
pointed  out  that  a  general  system  of  health 
education,    which    could    include  drug 


education,  would  be  more  likely  to  pr 
duce  a  more  informed  attitude  to  tl 
taking  of  medicines  and  a  greater  awar 
ness  of  the  necessity  of  taking  medieatu 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  prescribe; 
intentions,  with  written  or  verbal  instru 
tions  from  the  pharmacist.  The  Pharm 
ceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has  also 
buffed  the  doctors'  call  (see  overleaf). 

The  Executive  is  to  request  the  Ministj 
for  Health  to  accept  a  community  phc 
macy   nominee   for   appointment   to  t 
National    Drugs    Advisory    Board.  T 
Executive  felt  that  such  an  appointmc 
would  ensure  representation  of  communf 
pharmacy  viewpoints  in  matters  of  contil 
or  legislation  falling  within  the  ambit  f 
the  Board. 

Mr  James  G.  Coleman  is  the  indeptj 
dent  chairman  of  the  Union's  newly  ecl 
stitutcd  Arbitration  Board  which  will  ml 
shortly  to  discuss  its  terms  of  reference  I 
approval  by  the  Executive.  The  otll 
members  of  the  Board  are  Mr  Dernl 
Moran,  Dublin,  and  Mr  Frank  Prendl 
gast,  Dublin  (employee  representative! 
Mr  John  RafTerty,  Dublin,  and  Mr  Aid! 
O'Shea,  Cork  (Proprietor  Representative 


I's  £! 


Mr  Liam  Cosgrave  presided  at  the  formal 
opening  of  Merck,  Sharpe  &  Dohme 
(Ireland)  Lid's  new  factory  at  Ballydine, 
co  Tipperary,  last  month. 

The  plant  represents  an  investment  of 
£24m — the  group's  largest  single  invest- 
ment outside  the  USA.  Construction  of 
the  plant — which  occupies  45  acres  of  an 
188  acre  site — started  in  April  1973.  The 
design  incorporates  stringent  and  compre- 
hensive environmental  protection  systems 
— "the  tertiary  waste  treatment  system  is 
among  the  most  advanced  in  the  world 
and  cost  over  £2m  to  install. 

Ireland's  largest  user  of  hydrogen,  nitro- 
gen, benzene  and  toluene,  the  factory  has 
a  basis  of  modular  units  which  allows  the 
sequence  of  operations  to  be  altered  to 
produce  a  wide  range  of  products  by 
changing  flexible  pipes.  The  first  products, 


to   be  produced   in   bulk   form,  will 
indomethacin,  amitriptyline  and  cyproh 
tadine,    and    they    will    be  exported 
Merck  finishing  plants,  mainly  in  Enrol 
shipment  will  be  via  Dublin,  WaterfiJ 
and  Cork. 

Merck,  Sharpe  &  Dohme  (Ireland)  h 
a  total  personnel  of  180 — all  but  three| 
whom  are  Irish — and  an  annual  wage 
*   £0  5m.   However,  no  pharmacists 
employed.  Asked  about  that,  Mr  W 
Home,  general  manager,  said  that  a  pl"j 
macist  per  se  does  not  have  the  same  t 
of  role  to  play  in  the  industry  as  he  woj 
have  in  other  types  of  operation.  Howe| 
he  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  thj 
was  no  place  for  a  pharmacist ;  one  of 
areas  where  he  saw^  possibilities  was 
quality    control,    which    was    at  pre 
operated  by  chemists  and  technicians. 


A  general  view  of  the  new  complex,  with  the  processing  building  in  the  centre 
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Pseudo-competition 

The  Consumers'  Association's  Drug  &  Therapeutics 
Bulletin  has  something  of  a  reputation  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  for  disregarding  industry's  side 
of  an  argument.  It  is  well  known  that  before  publication 
drafts  of  their  articles  are  frequently  submitted  for 
comment  to  affected  companies  or  organisations,  but 
how  far  do  the  comments  influence  the  Bulletin's 
attitudes? 

Certainly  there  can  have  been  little  concession  to 
the  industry's  case  in  the  attack  on  "pseudo- 
competition"  published  this  week  (p31).  Perhaps 
that  is  not  surprising,  because  the  article  sets  out  a 
principle  so  simple  and  so  fundamental  (essentially  that 
there  should  be  just  one  brand  of  any  one  drug  invention 
and  the  various  manufacturers  should  share  the  spoils 
according  to  their  input)  that  it  leaves  little  room  for 
argument — except  that  the  principle  is  out  of  touch 
with  the  real  world. 

Pharmacists  have  frequently  taken  the  lead  in 
criticising  unnecessary  product  duplication — they  are, 
after  all,  far  more  affected  by  it  than  any  prescriber — 
and  some  of  the  examples  quoted  by  the  Bulletin  look 
difficult  to  defend.  But  in  other  examples  the 
consideration  given  to  the  reasons  for  "duplication" 
seems  to  have  been  no  more  than  superficial. 

The  Bulletin  produces  two  tables  of  examples  and 
we  may  take  the  first  from  each  to  suggest  the  lack  of 
"reality"  in  some  of  the  arguments.  Under  the  heading 
"Major  companies  tacitly  'competing'  against 
themselves,"  it  names  Talpen  (talampicillin,  Beecham 
Research)  and  Amoxil  (amoxycillin,  Bencard).  Surely 
the  Bulletin  authors  would  concede  that  there  is 
published  evidence  of  different  pharmacokinetic  and 
microbiological  properties  for  these  two  antibiotics, 
despite  the  similarity  of  their  antibacterial  spectra — if 
they  would  not,  many  of  their  medical  colleagues  would 
oppose  them,  as  evidenced  by  the  preference  for  one 
or  other  drug  in  some  areas  of  therapy. 

It  has  always  been  a  principle  in  British  medicine  that 
the  prescriber  should  be  provided  with  the  tools  and  the 
information  he  needs  to  use  them  correctly — when  a 
tool  ceases  to  be  of  use,  no  drug  company  will  continue 
to  make  it!  We  trust  the  Bulletin's  authors  do  not  wish 
to  see  that  clinical  freedom  curtailed. 

In  the  second  table,  "Examples  of  pseudo-competition 
between  companies  that  have  a  mutual  marketing 
arrangement,"  the  first-quoted  relates  to  Septrin 
(Wellcome)  and  Bactrim  (Roche).  This  is  a  case  of  a 
Wellcome  discovery,  trimethoprim,  being  augmented  in 
its  therapeutic  value  through  the  originators  drawing 
on  the  Roche  expertise  in  sulphonamides.  The  Bulletin 
would  have  a  single  brand  name  for  the  combination, 
with  the  makers  "dividing  the  revenue."  But  why  should 
Wellcome,  for  example,  be  denied  the  opportunity  to 
establish  for  itself  a  name  for  innovation  in  a  country 
where  it  might  have  been  less  well  known  in  the  past? 

The  single  name  concept  may  be  'tidy"  but  it  would 
reduce  competition — both  to  innovate  and  to  sell  the 
products  that  result.  We  prefer  to  see  the  prescriber 
having  a  choice  of  both  drug  and  of  maker,  for  in  that 
way  the  choice  will  be  from  among  continually 
improving  treatments. 
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Weston  resigns 
subsidiary  closes 


Ralph 
as 

The  trading  activities  of  Barclay  Fine 
Chemicals,  the  pharmaceutical  manufac- 
turing part  of  the  Weston  group,  were 
ended  last  week  by  Dixons  Photographic, 
the  parent  company — and  at  the  same 
time  Mr  Ralph  Weston,  MPS,  Weston's 
chief  executive,  has  resigned  from  the 
Dixons  board. 

A  statement  issued  by  Dixons  says  that 
detailed  investigations  following  their 
acquisition  of  Westons  in  March  have 
revealed  operating  losses  (including  sub- 
stantial losses  in  raw  materials)  of  approx- 
imately £900,000  for  the  period  since 
March  1975.  Closing  down  costs,  redun- 
dancy payments  and  further  stock  losses 
will  amount  to  approximately  £400,000. 

Mr  Weston  has  resigned  both  from  the 
Dixons  board  and  from  his  post  as  chief 
executive  of  Westons.  Mr  S.  Willoughby, 
FCIS,  FAIA,  financial  director  of  Westons, 
has  retired.  Two  pharmacist  members  of 
the  Westons  team  have  joined  the  Dixons 
management  board — Mr  J.  Canning,  MPS, 
who  becomes  managing  director  of  the 
Westons  wholesale  division,  and  Mr  B. 
McElroy,  MPS,  who  becomes  managing 
director  of  the  retail  division.  (Dixons 
have  eight  operating  divisions,  of  which 
three  are  Westons — the  third  being  tobacco 
products).  No  new  "chief  executive"  is 
being  named. 

The  net  profits  of  the  Weston  group  for 
the  14  months  to  May  1,  1976,  will  be 
approximately  £2m  pre-tax,  before  deduct- 
ing BFC  losses.  Net  profits  of  Dixons 
(excluding  Westons)  will  "comfortably 
exceed"  the  forecast  £4  75m  pre-tax  made 
at  the  time  of  the  offer  for  Westons,  says 
the  statement. 

BFC,  based  at  Rawdon,  Leeds,  was 
formerly  a  Timothy  Whites  manufacturing 
subsidiary.  It  passed  to  Boots  with  the 
TWT  merger  but  was  later  sold,  finally 
being  acquired  by  Westons.  Last  year's 
losses  were  a  record,  a  spokesman  told 
C&D,  leaving  "no  further  grounds  for 
hope". 

Pharmacy  losing  favour 
as  university  course? 

The  Universities  Central  Council  on 
Admissions  is  noticing  a  trend  away  from 
medicine  and  pharmacy  in  students'  choice 
of  subjects  this  year. 

While  the  numbers  of  applicants  for 
these  subjects  are  little  changed,  they 
represent  a  substantially  smaller  proportion 
of  the  total ;  the  more  popular  courses 
are  now  engineering,  business  manage- 
ment, accountancy  and  social  studies. 

Mr  L.  R.  Kay,  secretary,  UCCA,  told 
C&D  that  no  conclusive  figures  could  yet 
be  given  for  university  admissions  this 
October  as  applications  were  still  coming 
in.  He  said  the  trend  away  from  medical 


subjects  was  probably  a  reaction  to  the 
difficulty  involved  in  getting  a  university 
place  to  study  them  in  recent  years.  A 
total  of  137,985  candidates  had  applied 
through  UCCA  by  March  31  for  entry 
into  UK  universities,  an  increase  of  11,035 
on  1975. 

MPs  are  urged  to  support 
curbs  on  analpesics  sales 

Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman,  president  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  to  write  to 
all  MPs  on  Thursday  asking  them  to  press 
for  further  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
analgesics.  The  letter  points  out  that  pro- 
posals to  limit  the  sale,  from  non- 
pharmacy  outlets,  of  aspirin,  its  derivatives 
and  paracetamol  to  packs  containing  no 
more  than  25  tablets,  together  with  a  ban 
on    sale    by    self-service,    are  "sound 


proposals  designed  for  the  protection  c 
the  public." 

Mr  Bannerman  continues :  "Not  ui 
expectcdly  the  proposals  have  bee 
attacked  by  the  manufacturers  of  ana 
gesics  and  their  trade  associations.  The; 
interests  claim  that  the  new  regulations  ai 
unduly  restrictive  and  will  cause  tl 
public  unnecessary  inconvenience.  But  thj 
is  not  so.  The  proposed  regulations  are 
sensible  compromise  between  the  interes 
of  safety  and  the  convenience  of  tl 
public"  and  would  "provide  an  opportuni 
for  Parliament  to  demonstrate  that  ana 
gesics  should  not  be  sold  like  detergen 
or  foodstuffs  or  shampoos."  The  counc 
is  also  recommending  that  the  Society 
branch  secretaries  put  forward  simil, 
arguments  to  their  own  MPs. 

The  Observer  on  Sunday  referred  to  tl 
"lobbying"  that  was  going  on,  particular 
by  consumer  and  "drug  industry  interests 
to  persuade  the  Medicines  Commission 
"do  a  little  rethinking."  The  Pharmace 
tical  Society,  "with  the  interests  of  chemij 
shops  at  heart,"  is  described  as  one  of  tl 
few  organisations  with  a  good  word  f 
the  Medicines  Commission. 

Mr  L.  Reeves-Smith  of  the  Nation 
Food  and  Drink  Federation,  interviewi 
on  BBC  radio  on  Monday,  said  that  i 
ducing  the  pack  sizes  of  analgesics  so 
from  non-pharmacy  outlets  would  put  ti 
price  up  71  per  cent  and  the  "pharmace 
tical  lobby"  would  be  to  blame. 


Thalidomide  tragedy  'need  never  have  happened' 


A  six-page  article  on  the  thalidomide 
tragedy  was  published  in  The  Sunday 
Times  this  week,  after  the  High  Court 
lifted  an  injunction  which  had  prevented 
its  publication  for  nearly  four  years. 

The  article  claims  that  the  tragedy  need 
never  have  happened  because  there  were 
tests  available — and  being  used — at  the 
time  which  could  have  warned  of  the 
drug's  risk  to  unborn  children ;  even  if 
thalidomide  had  passed  this  screening  it 
need  never  have  caused  such  widespread 
damage.  The  authors  maintain  that  the 
German  inventors  recommended  the  drug 
as  safe  for  pregnant  women  with  in- 
sufficient evidence  that  this  was  so.  A 
fourth  allegation,  that  Mr  Enoch  Powell 
as  Minister  of  Health  accepted  too  readily 
that  no-one  was  to  blame  for  what 
happened,  has  subsequently  been  denied  by 
Mr  Powell.  He  said  that  judgment  on 
when  a  drug  ought  to  be  prescribed  was 
not  the  ministry's  responsibility. 

Trained  as  pharmacist 

The  authors  mention  that  none  of  the 
people  under  whose  names  the  thalidomide 
research  was  eventually  published  was 
a  professional  pharmacologist.  William 
Kunz,  co-discoverer,  worked  as  a  research 
chemist  but  his  training  had  been  as  a 
pharmacist.  "No  doubt  he  was  a  com- 
petent man  within  his  qualification,  but 
the  distinction  is  not  without  importance 
for  a  pharmacist's  training  is  directed 
towards  the  accurate  dispensing  of  well- 
understood  substances,  rather  than  towards 
the  scientist's  task  of  investigating  the 
mysteries  of  nature." 

A  leading  article  in  the  newspaper  points 
out  that  the  tragedy  had  little  to  do  with 
the  testing  and  marketing  policies  of  the 


established   pharmaceutical   industry  a 
there  was   a  case  for  saying  that  tl 
tightening  of  new  drug  rules  international] 
was  a  "misapplication  of  energy" — reg 
lations   had   now   been   made  strict 
pursuit  of  an  absolute  safety  which  cod 
never  be  more  than  notional.  "The  re] 
lesson,  so  far  unlearned,  is  that  the  abil 
of  the  citizen  to  resist  corporate  power 
lamentable",  and  that  compensation  fj 
death,  injury  and  loss  from  manufacti 
was    "pure    roulette,    only    with  low 
rewards". 


'Demoralised,  disillusioned 
retail  pharmacy' 

Retail  pharmacy  is  described  this  week  B 
a  "demoralised,  disillusioned,  shrinkiH 
remnant",  in  a  Sunday  Times  articH 
"Vanishing  chemists:  public  will  be  tl 
losers",  writen  by  Mr  David  M.  Oates,  H 
community  pharmacist". 

Mr  Oates  outlines  the  profession's  cl 
rent  problems  and  concludes  by  askiH 
the  reader:    "One  day  you  may  be  I 
urgent  need  of  dispensed  medicine.  \^| 
you  have  it  made  up  by  a  char-worn 
cum-general-factotum  in  a  doctor's  dispi 
sary?  Will  you  travel  across  country 
miles  to  the  nearest  large  town  fortun 
to  possess  a  pharmacy?  Will  you  stand 
a  huge  irritable,  disorderly  queue  befi 
the  dispensary  cubicle  at  the  back  o 
supermarket,  waiting  half  an  hour  to  hal 
in  your  prescription,  and  two  hours  I 
more  to  collect  your  medicine,  that  is,| 
they  have  it  in  stock? 

"You  will  certainly  have  realised  by  th| 
that  the  pharmaceutical  profession  was 
the  only  loser." 
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Mrs  C.  E. 
Constable,  locum 
pharmacist  at 
J.  P.  Richards  Ltd, 
Storrington, 
Sussex,  receives 
a  Kenwood  Chef 
mixer  from  Mr  V. 
Hannawin, 
manager  of 
Sangers  Ltd, 
Portslade.  It  was 
her  prize  in  a 
competition  for 
Sanger's 
customers  selling 
Us  products. 
Looking  on  is  Mr 
G.  Speed,  district 
manager  of 
Johnson  Wax  Ltd 


Price  Code  proposals  would  help  retailers 


Price-cutting 
on  medicines 
increases 

Some  243  traders  were  reported  to  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  last 
year  for  price-cutting  on  medicines — an 
increase  of  82  over  1974.  Noting  that,  the 
Association's  annual  report,  published 
recently,  comments  that  it  reverses  the 
trend  of  the  last  three  years,  when  the 
number  reported  had  decreased  each  year. 

In  1975  the  PATA  was  successful  in 
obtaining  price  adjustments  in  165  cases 
and  action  in  78  cases  was  not  concluded 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report 
explains  that  in  many  cases  of  price- 
cutting,  traders  adjust  their  prices  quickly 
when  the  legal  position  is  explained  to 
them,  but  others  resist  as  long  as  they 
feel  able  to ;  the  necessary  procedure  for 
dealing  with  such  cases  under  the  Restric- 
tive Trade  Practices  Act  can  be  a  pro- 
tracted and  complicated  one  before  success 
is  achieved.  If  the  trend  to  more  price 
cutting  continued,  "then  the  need  for  the 
work  of  the  PATA  will  become  more 
important  and  will  call  for  constant  vigi- 
lance of  all  members,  particularly  those 
in  general  practice." 

The  response  to  the  PATA  Council's 
appeal  last  year  for  greater  support  was 
encouraging,  and  there  was  an  increase 
of  84  in  the  number  of  retail  members  to 
6,185.  However,  there  was  also  a  reduc- 
tion of  eight  in  manufacturer  members  to 
45  and  the  wholesale  section  and  affiliated 
wholesale  members  fell  by  five  and  nine 
respectively  to  16  and  55. 

Draft  code  on  handling 
of  patients'  complaints 

The  Department  of  Health  has  published 
a  draft  code  of  practice  for  dealing  with 
suggestions  and  complaints  about  hospital 
and  community  based  health  services.  It 
does  not  apply  to  those  family  practitioner 
services  for  which  a  separate  procedure  is 
laid  down  in  regulations. 

The  code  specifies  that  certain  matters 
would  have  to  be  reported  to  the  person 
in  charge  of  the  ward  or  hospital  depart- 
ment at  the  time — whether  or  not  a 
complaint  had  been  made — and  also 
noted  in  a  record  book,  eg  if  it  appeared 
that  a  patient  had  been  injured  by  another 
person  or  been  deprived  of  any  benefit  to 
which  he  was  entitled. 

DITB  levy  unchanged 

Mr  Albert  Booth,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment,  has  approved  proposals  sub- 
mitted by  the  Distributive  Industry  Train- 
ing Board  for  a  levy  on  employers  within 
the  scope  of  the  Board  equal  to  0-7  per 
cent  of  their  payrool  (less  £6,000)  in  the 
year  ended  April  5,  1976. 


The  Government's  plans  for  modifying 
the  Price  Code — including  several  points 
to  help  retailers — were  published  on 
Wednesday  as  C&D  went  to  Press. 

The  plans  are  contained  in  two  docu- 
ments— "The  Attack  on  Inflation — the 
Second  Year"  and  "Modifications  to  the 
Price  Code,  A  Consultative  Document" 
(HM  Stationery  Office,  Command  6507  and 
6540,  £0-28  and  £0-75  respectively).  The 
documents  state  that  the  proposals  would 
form  part  of  the  Price  Code  from  August 
1  for  the  next  12  months.  Comments 
should  be  addressed  to  Prices  Policy  Divi- 
sion, Department  of  Prices  and  Consumer 
Protection,  Room  538,  1  Victoria  Street, 
London  SW1,  and  arrive  by  July  16. 

Margins  to  remain 

While  recognising  that  the  distributive 
trades  have  faced  difficult  trading  condi- 
tions over  the  past  two  years  the  con- 
sultative document  nevertheless  rejects 
representations  by  the  Retail  Consortium 
and  others  that  the  ceiling  on  distributors' 
gross  percentage  margins  should  be 
abolished  or  at  least  that  the  10  per  cent 
reduction  in  gross  margin  ceilings  imposed 
in  May  1974  should  be  revoked.  However, 
two  general  modifications  to  the  Code — 
on  stock  relief  and  the  extention  of  in- 
vestment relief  to  cover  expenditure  on 
new  shop  buildings — would  be  of  benefit. 

The  stock  relief  proposal  is  that  current 
gross  and  net  profit  margins  under  the 
Code  should  be  abated  by  a  similar 
method  as  is  already  in  use  for  Corpora- 
tion Tax  purposes,  so  that  "paper"  stock 
profits  cannot  lead  to  a  profit  excess  in 
comparison  with  reference  levels ;  a  deduc- 
tion of  30  per  cent  of  the  increase  in  stock 
values  in  the  relevant  period  is  proposed, 
as  reference  levels  would  remain  un- 
adjusted. The  extension  of  investment 
relief  would  cover  expenditure  by  retailers 
on  the  construction  of  shops,  but  invest- 
ment in  office  buildings  would  remain 
outside  the  scope  of  the  relief,  and  the 
rate  of  investment  relief  generally  is  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  from  the  present  20  to 
35  per  cent. 

In  addition,  there  would  be  five  changes 
to  the  Code  applying  specifically  to 
distributors: 

□  There  would  be  improvement  to  I  he 


safeguard  in  paragraph  88  of  the  present 
Code  which  allows  distributors  a  limited 
amount  of  scope  to  widen  gross  margins 
if  their  net  profit  margins  have  been 
eroded.  Distributors  are  at  present  allowed 
to  raise  their  gross  margins  up  to  105 
per  cent  of  their  original  ceilings  if  net 
profit  margins  are  below  80  per  cent  of 
reference  levels ;  it  is  now  proposed  that 
they  should  be  able  to  widen  gross  margins 
up  to  110  per  cent  of  ceilings  in  order  to 
reach  80  per  cent  of  their  net  profit  margin 
reference  levels. 

□  Gross  percentage  margins  are  based  on 
a  single  year  of  trading:  either  a  recent 
12  month  period  before  the  controls  began 
in  1973,  or,  if  an  enterprise  has  not  traded 
in  such  a  period,  a  12  month  period  ending 
not  later  than  March  31,  1974.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  bring  into  control  all  firms 
which  have  been  trading  for  at  least  two 
years.  For  any  firm  which  had  only  one 
full  year  of  trading  or  less  by  April  30, 
1973,  the  gross  margin  will  be  the  margin 
in  any  accounting  period  of  12  months 
within  its  first  two  years  of  trading. 

□  Provision  would  be  made  for  the 
modification  of  individual  gross  margin 
ceilings.  This  should  be  of  particular  re- 
levance to  firms  or  trades  which  have  run 
into  difficulties  as  a  result  of  major 
changes  in  sales  mix. 

□  The  exemption  limits  for  small  firms 
from  the  10  per  cent  cut  in  gross  margins 
will  be  raised,  to  take  account  of  inflation 
and  in  line  with  similar  changes  in  the 
administrative  requirements — which  would 
raise  the  categorisation  limits  to  offset  the 
effects  of  inflation  since  1973 — from 
£250,000  annual  sales  for  retailers  and 
£500,000  for  wholesalers  to  £375,000  for 
retailers  and  £750,000  for  wholesalers. 

□  Gross  margins,  like  net  margins,  will  be 
monitored  over  a  rolling  12  month  period. 

Other  main  changes  to  the  Code  would 
include  new  provisions  relating  to  the 
depreciation  of  assets ;  measures  to 
moderate  the  present  disincentive  effect 
of  the  Code  on  saving  costs  and  increasing 
output,  including  the  abolition  of  the 
productivity  deduction ;  and  certain  other 
measures  including  minor  price  increases 
of  up  to  2  per  cent  over  the  year  not  being 
necessary  to  be  pre-notified  to  the  Price 
Commission, 
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Westminster  Report 

Dr  Owen  hints 
at  controls 
on  prescribing 

If  the  medical  profession  is  not  able  to 
show  some  form  of  economic  restraint  in 
prescribing  any  Government  would  be 
fcrced  to  look  at  other  measures  to  keep 
the  drugs  bill  within  reasonable  bounds. 

That  was  stated  by  Dr  David  Owen, 
Minister  of  State  for  Health,  in  the 
Commons  on  Tuesday  in  reply  to  Dr 
Gerald  Vaughan,  Opposition  spokesman 
on  health,  who  had  asked  if  the  Minister 
would  reassure  doctors  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  introducing  legislation  that 
would  restrict  their  right  to  prescribe.  Dr 
Owen  added  that  the  medical  profession 
had  to  realise  that  it  had  to  make 
economic  decisions.  At  present  the  pre- 
scription bill  had  no  cash  limit  and  was 
open-ended;  the  Department  of  Health 
preferred  to  rely  on  education  and  hoped 
to  keep  the  drugs  bill  within  reasonable 
bounds  by  that  method. 

Answering  earlier  questions,  Dr  Owen 
said  that  the  total  cost  in  1975  of  drugs, 
dressings  and  appliances  dispensed  under 
the  pharmaceutical  services  in  England 
was  £379m ;  it  was  hard  to  determine  the 
amount  wasted,  but  whenever  unused 
medicines  were  returned,  "a  considerable 
amount"  was  turned  out  of  peoples' 
medicine  cupboards.  "What  is  needed  is 
better  prescribing  overall  and  a  recognition 
by  patients  that  not  every  ailment  is 
cured  with  pills." 

Dr  M.  S.  Miller  asked  if  Dr  Owen 
agreed  that  £7  a  year  per  head  was  "a 
relatively  modest  sum"  for  all  the  benefits 
arising  from  drug  treatment.  The  Minister 
replied  that  British  costs  compared  favour- 
ably with  those  of  other  countries.  "We 
must  recognise  that  the  continued  existence 
of  voluntary  price  restraint  has  meant  that 
the  excess  profits  in  the  industry  that 
appeared  in  the  late  1950s  and  early 
1960s  have  been  largely  eradicated,"  Dr 
Owen  added. 

Paraseltzer  and  l\la  intake 

Wander  Pharmaceuticals  have  been  asked 
to  consider  the  inclusion  of  a  suitable 
warning  about  the  use  of  Paraseltzer  for 
patients  on  a  restricted  sodium  intake  in 
future  data  sheet  reprints. 

That  is  clear  from  a  Commons  written 
answer  last  week  from  Dr  David  Owen, 
Minister  of  State  for  Health,  in  reply  to  a 
question  from  Mr  Laurie  Pavitt.  Dr  Owen 
explained:  "Sodium  bicarbonate  is  often 
present  in  effervescent  analgesics,  together 
with  a  substance  such  as  citric  acid,  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  tablets.  It  is  not 
regarded  as  an  active  ingredient,  and 
accordingly  its  presence  is  not  required  to 
be  stated  on  the  data  sheet." 

Mr  Pavitt  also  asked  if  doctors  would 


be  given  information  on  the  basic  NHS 
costs  of  Paraseltzer,  Panadol  effervescent, 
and  paracetamol,  "indicating  that,  with 
comparable  analgesic  and  antipyretic 
qualities,  the  dearest  costs  six  times  as 
much  as  the  cheapest."  Dr  Owen  replied 
thai  information  about  the  cost  of  the 
three  products  was  published  in  a  recent 
edition  of  Drug  and  Therapeutics  Bulletin 
which  his  Department  provided  free  to 
certain  doctors  and  to  medical  students  in 
their  final  year. 

Effect  of  inflation  on 
script-charge  revenue 

Estimates  of  the  extra  revenue  which 
would  have  accrued  to  the  NHS  between 
1970  and  1974  had  prescription  charges 
been  increased  to  their  equivalent  levels 
in  real  terms,  based  on  changes  in  the 
general  index  of  retail  prices,  were  given 
by  Dr  David  Owen  in  reply  to  Mr  Nigel 
Lawson.  The  charge  in  1970-71  was  121p 
and  in  1971-72  and  subsequent  years  20p. 
For  each  of  the  four  years  1970-71  to 
1973-74  the  extra  revenue  for  England 
would  have  been  £8m,  £23m,  £20m  and 
£l5jm  respectively. 

'Cost'  of  charges 

Income  from  prescription  charges  in 
England  for  1976-77  is  estimated  by  Dr 
Owen  to  be  £23 -9m  (£22 -8m  in  1975-76). 
The  cost  of  administering  the  system  of 
collection  and  exemption  was  estimated 
to  be  about  £ljm  a  year. 

Chiropodists'  Bill 

Mr  John  Corrie,  MP,  was  given  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  into  the  Commons  to 
make  it  compulsory  for  chiropodists  in 
private  practice  to  be  registered  or  enrolled 
by  the  Chiropodist  Board.  At  present,  he 
explained,  only  those  employed  in  the 
NHS  had  to  be  State  registered,  but  there 
was  no  restriction  about  private  practice. 
While  recognising  that  there  was  little 
chance  of  the  Bill — the  Professions  Supple- 
mentary to  Medicines  Act  1960  (Amend- 
ment) Bill — becoming  law  this  session, 
Mr  Corrie  gave  notice  that  he  would  seek 
to  re-introduce  it  at  an  early  stage  in  the 
next  session. 

Swine  flu  checks 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  are 
maintaining  an  elaborate  system  to  detect 
the  possible  appearance  of  the  A/New 
Jersey  swine  influenza  virus,  Dr  Owen  said 
in  a  Commons  written  answer  last  week. 
A  network  of  laboratories  has  under- 
taken a  special  scheme  in  which  all 
influenza  virus  strains  isolated  are  sent 
for  identification  and  comparison  to  the 
Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colin- 
dale,  and  the  National  Institute  for 
Medical  Research,  Mill  Hill. 

'Gram'  to  be  legalised? 

Lord  Oram,  Lord  in  Waiting,  on  Tuesday 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  Weights 
and  Measures  (No  2)  Bill  which  would 
legalise  the  use  of  the  term  "gram"  as 
well  as  "gramme".  The  Lords,  discussing 
the  Bill  in  committee,  went  on  to  approve 
the  amendment. 
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Aspirin  in  pregnancy:  no 
evidence  of  ill  effects 

Two  studies  carried  out  in  the  USA  have 
suggested  that  aspirin  is  not  teratogenic, 
nor  does  its  use  in  pregnancy  lead  to  still- 
birth, neonatal  death  or  reduced  birth- 
weight.  The  results  do  not  support  earlier 
work  in  Australia,  where  it  was  found 
that  heavy  aspirin  use  increased  the  risk 
of  perinatal  mortality  and  the  incidence 
of  low  birthweight. 

Boston  University's  drug  epidemiology 
unit  found,  by  studying  over  50,000 
babies,  that  malformation  rates  were 
similar  in  the  offspring  of  35,418  women 
not  exposed  to  aspirin,  9,736  with  inter- 
mediate exposure,  and  5,128  women 
heavily  exposed  during  the  first  four 
months  of  pregnancy.  "Heavy  exposure" 
was  defined  as  aspirin  taken  for  at  least 
one  of  the  first  four  months,  but  full 
details  of  dosage  were  not  recorded. 

In  a  second  study  of  41,337  births,  the 
unit  found  that  stillbirth  rates  were  similar 
for  14,956  women  not  exposed  to  aspirin, 
24,866  with  intermediate  exposure  and 
1,515  who  were  heavily  exposed.  Differ- 
ences in  neonatal  death-rates  and  mean 
birth-weights  were  slight  and  none  were 
statistically  significant.  In  this  study 
"heavy  exposure"  was  defined  as  aspirin 
taken  for  at  least  eight  days  per  month  in 
at  least  six  months,  for  those  pregnancies 
lasting  eight  months  or  more.  For 
pregnancies  of  seven  months,  the  drug  had 
to  be  taken  for  at  least  eight  days  in  each 
of  at  least  five  months.  The  researchers 
suggested  that  the  Australian  findings 
could  have  been  based  on  heavier  aspirin 
use.  Both  studies  were  reported  in  The 
Lancet  last  week. 

Long-acting  deodorant 

Hlavilin  is  a  revolutionary  deodorant, 
developed  by  Hlavilin  Industries  in 
Raanana,  Israel,  and  tested  at  the  Heller 
Institute  of  Medical  Research  at  the  Tel 
Aviv  University  and  the  Sheba  Hospital. 
Against  the  normal  effectiveness  of  most 
other  deodorants  of  an  average  of  24 
hours,  Hlavilin  is  said  to  prevent  perspira- 
tion odours  for  from  seven  to  fifteen  days 
after  a  single  application.  Washing,  im- 
mersing in  water  or  strenuous  physical 
acitivity  do  not  decrease  the  effect  of  the 
deodorant,  it  is  reported  by  a  correspon- 
dent in  Israel.  Presentation  in  the  form  of 
of  a  white  cream  has  been  preferred  to 
aerosol.  Another  product.  Raanana,  for 
preventing  foot  odours,  has  been  de- 
veloped on  the  same  basis. 

It  is  understood  that  international 
cosmetics  companies  have  applied  to  the 
Hlavilin  family  concerning  production  and 
marketing  rights. 

□  Scientists  as  Israel's  Weizmann  Institute 
have  developed  a  technique  to  increase  the 
specificity  of  adriamycin  and  daunomycin 
in  cancer.  The  drugs  are  chemically  bound 
to  cancer-specific  antibodies  and  are  thus 
aimed  more  directly  towards  the  malig- 
rant  cells.  So  far  the  experiments  have 
been  done  only  in  cell  cultures  and 
laboratory  animals. 
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When  they  consult  you 
recommend  these  with  confidence 


Oil,  tar  and 
stubborn  stains 

Liquid  TARGON'*dissolves 
them  away  simply  and 
effectively. 


Muscular  aches  and  pains 

TIBROSINE'*brings  fast,  long-lasting  relief  by  its 
combination  of  histamine  dihydrochloride,  methyl 
nicotinate,  glycol  salicylate  and  capsicin. 


Mouth  ulcers  and  teething  pains 

The  lignocaine  in  ANBESOL'*  kills  pain 
on  contact.  And  two  well-established 
antiseptics  promote  healing  with  safety. 


Athlete's  foot 

'SEK'*gentiy 
destroys  fungal 
infections,  by  its 
ointment  formulation 
based  on  the  skin's 
own  natural 
perspiration. 


'Fibrosine',  Targon'  and  'Sek'  are  part  of  an  outstanding 
25-product  range  in  the  health  and  beauty  field. 
A  field  ICC  have  specialised  in  for  over  50  years. 

The  range  comprises  aids  to  beauty,  and  remedies  for 

common  problems  as  diverse  as 
headache  and  painful  corns,  loose 
dentures  and  oil  stains. 

They  are  the  everyday  needs  your  advice 

may  be  sought  about.  The 
everyday  answer  is  a 
high-quality  product  from 
the  makers  of  'Anadin'* 


24  Suppnsitenes 


Off* 


S  SfPOSiTOF 


Swifts  mH»tim 


•Trade  Marks 


International  Chemical  Company  m 
Your  formula  for  health  and  beauty  V 
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He  can  spot  a  chink  in  your  security  at  ten  paces. 
That's  his  business. 

He's  trained  to  see  the  sort  of  loopholes  that 
make  you  a  prey  for  the  break-in  specialists. 

He  has  behind  him  the  accumulated 
knowledge  of  Europe's  largest  total  security  service. 

There's  no  business  too  small  or  too  large  to 
interest  him.  He's  one  of  a  team  of  Group  4 


I  would  like  your  advice  on  the  security  of  my  business. 


Name- 

CD1 


Address 


consultants  that  offer  advice  free. 

If  you  need  magnetic  contacts,  wire  systems 
for  windows  and  doors,  microwave,  ultra  sonic 
detectors,  or  any  other  of  the  security  systems 
available  he'll  know. 

Call  him  in  and  protect  your  profits.  You'll 
also  make  insurance  companies  regard  you  more 
kindly  and  sleep  more  soundly. 

Europe's  largest  total  security  service. 


.  Member  of  Securitas  International  Member  of  B  SI  A 


GROUP  4  TOTAL  s'ecUwFy,  7'CARLOS  PLACE,  LONDON  W.l.  TELEPHONE:  01-629  8765  OR  YOUR  LOCAL  OFFICE  THROUGH  YELLOW  PAGES 
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he  following  are  among  15  figures  from 
ldustry  and  commerce  who  were  elected 
ellows  of  the  British  Institute  of  Man- 
igement  last  week:  Mr  Stanley  Kalms, 
lairman  and  managing  director,  Dixons 
hotographic;  Mr  R.  M.  Ringwald,  chair- 
lan,  Laporte  Industries  Ltd;  Mr  G.  F. 
ommerville,  managing  director,  Laporte 
ldustries  Ltd,  and  Mr  A.  L.  Steward, 
lanaging  director,  Ethicon  Ltd.  Mr  John 
lethven,  who  recently  resigned  as  direc- 
)r  general  of  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
>  become  director  general  of  the  Con- 
:deration  of  British  Industry,  is  similarly 
onoured,  together  with  Sir  Patrick 
Fairne,  permanent  secretary,  Department 
f  Health  and  Social  Security. 

Ir  G.  F.  Ashford,  director,  Albright  and 
Wilson,   has   been   re-appointed   to  the 
tonopolies  and  Mergers  Commission  for 
further  three  years  from  June  30. 

ieaths 

olt:  On  June  14,  Mr  Frederick  Keith 
iolt,  FPS,  Green  Lands,  Sole  Street,  Cob- 
am,  Kent.  Mr  Bolt  qualified  in  1923. 

lews  in  brief 

]  Chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
forthern  Ireland  during  March  dispensed 
total  of  1,195,240  prescriptions  (740,744 
>rms)  at  a  total  cost  of  £1,814,876 — an 
verage  of  £1-518  per  prescription. 

]  "Cystitis — what  you  should  know  about 
I  describes  preventive  measures  to  avoid 
ystitis  with  advice  on  how  to  deal  with 
n  attack  until  medical  help  can  be  sought, 
he  leaflet  is  available  from  the  Health 
Education  Council,  78  New  Oxford  Street, 
,ondon  WC1  1AH. 

]  The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Statutory 
Jommittee  is  to  meet  next  July  19-21  at 
7  Bloomsbury  Square,  London  WC1,  at 
0T5am  each  day,  with  the  proceedings 
pening  in  public.  Among  the  five  new 
nd  two  resumed  inquiries  are  the  follow- 
ig:  a  complaint  about  the  use  of  a  trade 
ame  by  a  body  corporate,  whose  super- 
itendent  may  have  been  guilty  of  mis- 
onduct;  and  a  complaint  about  the 
nproper  supply  of  a  drug  involving  two 
odies  corporate  and  four  pharmacists. 

ymbol  to  promote 
luminium  recycling 

I  new  leaflet  issued  by  the  British  Alum- 
lium  Foil  Rollers  Association,  "A  quick 
tiide  to  recycling",  introduces  a  symbol 
rhich  it  is  intended  UK  housewives  should 
Don  learn  to  recognise.  The  symbol  (two 
rrows  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  enclosing 
le  message  that  "aluminium  is  recycl- 
3le")  has  been  adopted  by  the  UK 
luminium  industry  as  part  of  the  national 
impaign  to  curb  imports  and  conserve 
iw  materials.  It  is  being  considered  for 
se  on  cartons  of  household  aluminium 
)il  and  retail  or  cash  and  carry  packs  of 
gid  foil  dishes.  The  leaflet  is  available 
ee  from  BAFRA's  information  section, 
i  Portland  Place,  London  WIN  4AU. 

-     -  -  -  . 


Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


Elections 

Results  were  recently  announced  of  two  elections  concerned  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society — those  for  the  newly-formed  Welsh  Executive  and 
the  well-established  Executive  of  the  Scottish  Department.  One  or  two 
interesting  facts  emerge.  To  begin  with,  the  votes  in  Scotland  and  Wales  were 
cast  under  the  system  we  were  wont  to  enjoy  when  voting  for  the  Council  of 
the  Society,  so  that  we  know  exactly  what  took  place.  Then  there  is  the 
matter  of  the  percentage  of  the  electorate  who  voted.  In  Wales,  it  reached 
the  high  figure  of  42  per  cent,  that  being  well  up  on  the  32  per  cent  who 
responded  in  Scotland. 

The  comparison  is  probably  valueless,  for  one  must  take  account  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  Wales  went  to  the  polls  for  the  first  time  to  elect  her 
own  national  executive,  and  one  would  have  expected  an  enthusiastic 
response.  Those  figures  compare  with  that  of  35  per  cent  in  the  Council 
election  this  year,  which  showed  a  reduction  of  3  per  cent  on  1975,  but  there 
were  several  factors,  not  least  the  introduction  of  the  single  transferable 
vote,  which  probably  influenced  the  final  figures. 

Post  mortems  on  elections  are  speculative,  but  in  both  the  Council  election 
and  that  of  the  Scottish  Executive,  one  cannot  do  other  than  wonder  how  the 
results  were  affected  by  the  interesting  actions  of  two  members  of  Council. 
One,  Mr  C.  C.  Stevens,  appeared  in  the  list  of  candidates  for  Council;  he 
announced,  when  the  voting  papers  were  in  the  electors'  hands,  that  he  was 
going  to  Australia;  then,  before  the  closing  date  for  the  ballot,  wrote  that  he 
was,  after  all,  not  leaving  this  country. 

Scotland 

In  Scotland,  Mr  J.  A.  Myers  must  have  accepted  nomination  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Executive  after  having  accepted  nomination  for  the 
Council.  In  his  capacity  as  a  member  of  Council  he  is  ex  officio  a  member 
of  the  Scottish  Executive.  In  consequence,  as  you  state  in  your  report,  an 
Executive  seat  becomes  available  by  co-optation.  In  fact,  by  the  time  the 
votes  for  the  Scottish  Executive  were  being  counted,  Mr  Myers  was  already 
an  ex  officio  member  of  that  body  and  was,  therefore,  out  of  the  reckoning. 

At  the  time  of  the  Council  election,  in  the  uncertainty  arising  over  the 
position  of  Mr  Stevens,  you  commented  that  if  there  was  doubt  as  to  his 
being  able  to  take  his  place  at  the  Council  table — if  elected — he  should  have 
waited  until  1977  to  stand  again  for  Council  (p695).  Though  not  a  parallel 
case,  the  same  principle  might  have  been  applied  by  Mr  Myers. 

The  results  of  both  elections,  must  now  be  indecisive,  which  is  unfortunate 
to  a  degree.  Now,  it  would  seem,  the  Scottish  Executive  must,  as  its  first 
duty,  co-opt  someone  to  fill  a  vacancy — a  step  which  should  not  have  been 
necessary. 

Advice 

I  have  read  with  interest  if,  by  now,  without  surprise,  the  further  evidence 
provided  of  the  intervention  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  in  matters 
which,  I  think,  should  be  the  prerogative  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(p886).  I  have  always  regarded  the  Society  as  my  professional  body  to 
which  I  should  look  for  guidance  together  with  the  presentation  of  the 
profession's  considered  opinions  in  dealing  with  the  Government. 

Yet  here  we  find  the  NPU  making  public  pronouncements  in  such  matters 
as  the  professional  relationship  between  pharmacist  and  customer — or  so  it 
seems,  from  a  reading  of  its  comments  on  Section  95  of  the  Medicines  Act. 
We  may  yet  see  the  wheel  come  full  circle  and  witness  a  latter-day  Jenkin 
challenging  the  scope  of  the  functions  of  the  NPU. 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Setting  lotion  in  a  capsule 

A  £jm  nationwide  television  advertising 
campaign  will  support  the  launch  this 
month  of  Majic,  a  hair  setting  preparation 
presented  in  a  capsule.  The  campaign, 
which  is  expected  to  reach  20  million 
women,  starts  in  August. 

Majic  is  a  clear  capsule  containing  a 
pink  powder  which  contains  the  setting 
ingredients  to  be  mixed  with  water.  Eugene 
Ltd  claim  the  product  is  non-sticky, 
leaves  the  hair  soft  and  manageable  and, 
by  taking  up  less  space  and  weight  than 
a  bottle  of  setting  lotion,  is  ideal  for 
taking  on  holiday.  Five  capsules  (£0-54) 
are  bubble  packed  in  a  foil  strip  and 
presented  in  a  pink  and  magenta  box. 
Shelf  edgers  and  display  units  are  avail- 
able together  with  launch  incentives 
(Eugene  Ltd,  Kingston  Road,  Leatherhead, 
Surrey). 

Extended  Interval 

Avocado  nourishing  cream,  containing 
oil  of  avocado,  sunflower  and  almond,  has 
been  added  to  the  Interval  skin  care  range 
(£1  -20-£3-50).  In  addition,  a  cosmetic 
brush  set  (£0-99),  containing  complexion, 
lip,  eye  shadow  and  eye  liner  brushes, 
plus  eye  shadow  applicator,  has  been 
introduced,  with  12  sets  boxed  in 
dispensers. 

Freddie,  a  lOcc  perfume  spray  (£2  00)  is 
to  be  launched  through  the  Universal 
Beauty  Club  this  summer,  but  is  already 
included  in  the  range  now  being  pro- 
moted by  the  company's  representatives  in 
large  chemists  and  stores.  In  August, 
Woman  and  Home  will  be  offering  an 
Interval  holiday  pack  of  four  25g  skin 
products  plus  skin  tonic  (Interval  Skin 
Care  Preparations  Ltd,  Harrow  Road, 
London  NW10  5NH). 

Non-animal  based  shampoo 

Coconut-oil  and  extracts  from  12  herbs, 
have  been  included  in  Govinda  shampoos 
(130cc  bottles,  £0  70)  by  Toomix.  Deli- 
cately scented  with  patchouli,  sandalwood, 
musk  rose,  jasmin  or  herbs,  they  also 
contain  natural  protein,  avocado  oil,  lano- 
lin extracts,  natural  preservatives,  plant 
extracts  and  water  softener.  Govinda  offer 
perfumes  and  toiletries  containing  no 
animal  based  materials  and  samples  plus 
literature  can  be  obtained  with  order  forms 
(Toomix  Ltd,  67  Alderbrook  Road, 
Balham,  London  SW12). 

Nail  range  and  pencil  shadow 

Yardley  are  introducing  a  collection  of 
pearlised  and  cream  nail  enamels  in  round 
fluted  bottles  with  long-handled  brushes. 
Pearlised  shades  pink  gin,  persian  peach, 
tender  trap,  blaze  away,  gingersnap, 
punch  drunk,  warm  wine,  monkey  nuts  and 
cream  shades  rambling  rose,  hint  of  pink, 


baked  brick,  plush  plum  (£0-74)  make  up 
the  range,  which  is  available  this  month. 

A  finely  milled  powder  eye  shadow  in  a 
pencil  slim,  see-through  container  is  also 
being  launched  and  Yardley  say  automatic 
eye  shadow  (£0-79)  is  spillproof  and 
breakproof.  Shades  available  are  browned 
off,  moody  mauve,  blue  moon  and  country 
garden  and  highlighters  in  the  flesh  and 
moonlighting  (Yardley  of  London  Ltd, 
33  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4AP). 

Un-shine  for  faces 

For  oily  and  combination  skins  Max  Fac- 
tor have  designed  a  water-based,  complete 
make-up.  They  say  Un-shine  makes  pow- 
der unnecessary,  but  should  be  worn  over 
moisturiser.  It  contains  no  animal,  vege- 
table or  mineral  oils,  and  comes  in  six 
colours:  buff,  bisque,  soft  beige,  warm 
beige,  cool  honey,  and  cool  copper.  Hand- 
bag-size plastic  43cc  bottles  (£070)  will  be 
available  from  August  (Max  Factor  Ltd, 
16  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4BP). 

Surgical 

Urine  drainage  bags 

New  urine  drainage  bags  have  been  intro- 
duced by  FCL  Medicinal  Supplies,  division 
of  Food  Containers  Ltd.  One  is  a  21  bag 
(1000,  £65  trade)  with  non-return  valve, 
tube  and  end  cap,  and  no  side  welds.  The 
same  bag  is  available  with  a  drain  off 
facility  (1000,  £250).  A  350ml  leg  bag, 
sterilised  by  gamma  radiation,  with  two 
adjustable  rubber  straps  and  drain  off 
facility  (1000,  £145)  will  be  available  from 
August  (FCL  Medical  Supplies,  Kingsland 
Industrial  Estate,  Basingstoke,  Hants). 

Sundries 

Wider  Rand  Rocket  range 

Smaller  quantities  of  packs  and  a  wider 
selection  of  hot  water  bottles  are  being 
marketed  by  Rand  Rocket  Ltd.  New  styles 
are:  the  thermostatic  (£122),  ribbed  on 
both  sides,  the  RR  duo  (£123),  ribbed  on 
one  side,  the  kosee  (£123),  ribbed  with  a 
carrying  handle,  the  galaxy  (£L18),  the 
slumbertime  (£1  88),  with  removable  felt 
cover,  and  the  kumfiwarm  (£2-39),  with 
removable  nylon  fur  cover  (Rand  Rocket 
Ltd,  Imperial  Way,  Watford,  Herts  WD2. 


Resorption 


ANTIDIAR  and  ANTIDIAR  with 
NEOMYCIN  mixtures 

Manufacturer  Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co 
Ltd,  Hampden  Park.  Eastbourne,  Sussex 
Description  Anv.diar — aluminium  hydrox- 
ide gel  23mg  per  g  in  a  highly  adsorbent 
form,  orange  flavoured.  With  neomycin — 
aluminium  hydroxide  gel  23mg  per  g.  neo- 
mycin sulphate  18-5mg  per  g 
Indications  Acute  non-specific  and  infec- 
tive diarrhoeas 

Contraindications  Intestinal  obstruction. 
With  neomycin — ulcerative  colitis 
Dosage  To  be  taken  four-hourly  during  the 
first  24  hours  then  after  every  loose  stool 
until  control  achieved.  Adults — 15ml. 
Children,  2  to  6  years — 2-5-5ml;  6  to  12 
years — 5-10ml 

Precautions  Aluminium  hydroxide  forms 
chelated  complexes  with  tetracyclines,  re- 
ducing their  absorption  when  given  con- 
comitantly. No  acid-neutralising  properties 
so  unsuitable  for  use  as  antacid.  With 
neomycin — prolonged  use  may  result  in 
overgrowth  of  non-susceptible  micro- 
organisms 

Storage  Shelf  life  two  years 
Dispensing  diluent  Water  only.  Syrup  im- 
pairs absorptive  properties 
Packs     150ml    bottles— Antidiar  (£0-98 
trade)  and  Antidiar  with  neomycin  (£1  -40) 
Supply  restrictions  Neomycin — PI,  TSA 
Issued  luly  1976 

CYCLO-PROGYNOVA  tablets 

Manufacturer  Schering  Chemicals  Ltd, 
pharmaceuticals  division.  Burgess  Hill, 
Sussex  RH15  9NE 

Description  11  white  tablets  each  contain- 
ing oestradiol  valerate  2  mg  and  10 
orange  tablets  each  containing  oestradiol 
valerate  2  mg  and  DL-norgestrel  0  ■  5  mg, 
both  sugar-coated  with  "B"  in  a  regular 
hexagon  on  each  side 
Indications  Hormone  replacement  therapy 
during  and  after  the  climacteric.  Pre- 
menopausal irregularities  of  the  menstrual 
c^cle  caused  by  abnormal  oestrogen  pro- 
duction and  diminishing  corpus  luteum 
function 

Contraindications  Severe  disturbances  of 
liver  function,  jaundice  or  persistent  itch- 
ing during  a  previous  pregnancy,  Dubin- 
lohnson  syndrome.  Rotor  syndrome, 
existing  or  previous  thromboembolic  pro- 
cesses (including  a  stroke),  sickle-cell 
Sinaemia,  existing  or  treated  cancer  of 
breast  or  endometrium,  endometriosis, 
mastopathy,  myomatous  uterus,  congeni- 
tal disturbances  of  lipid  metabolism,  a 
history  of  herpes  of  pregnancy,  otosclero- 
sis with  deterioration  in  pregnancy 
Dosage  When  patient  still  having  periods, 
tablet-taking  starts  on  day  5  of  menstrual 
cycle.  Patients  whose  periods  are  very 
irregular  or  non-existent  may  start  taking 
tablets  any  time.  Memo-pack  sticker 
should  be  attached  so  that  starting  day  is 
correctly  indicated  in  the  red  section.  One 
white  tablet  daily  for  11  days,  followed 
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by  one  orange  tablet  daily  for  10  days. 
An  interval  of  seven  days  follows  each 
pack,  when  bleeding  will  normally  occur 
Precautions  Care  in  patients  with  history 
of  congenital  abnormalities  of  lipid  meta- 
bolism. Uterine  fibroids  may  be  affected 
by  oestrogens  and  should  be  checked 
frequently.  Treatment  should  be  stopped 
at  once  if  jaundice  or  pregnancy  occur  or 
if  there  is  significant  rise  in  blood  pres- 
sure. Although  occasional  spotting  or 
breakthrough  bleeding  may  occur  during 
the  course  of  tablets  any  persistent 
irregular  bleeding  demands  investigation 
by  a  gynaecologist.  Has  no  contraceptive 
action.  Oral  contraceptives  should  be 
stopped  when  Cyclo-progynova  is  started. 
Periodic  gynaecological  examinations 
advised  for  patients  on  long-term  treat- 
ment. Liver  function  should  be  checked 
every  8-12  weeks 

Side  effects  Some  women  are  predisposed 
to  cholestasis  during  steroid  therapy 
Storage  In  cool,  dry  conditions.  Shelf  life 
five  years 

Packs  Memo-pack  21  tablets  (£1-56  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  July  1976 

NORPACE  capsules 

Manufacturer  Searle  Laboratories,  division 
of  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co  Ltd,  PO  Box  53, 
Lane  End  Road,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks 
Description  Opaque,  brown/orange,  hard 
gelatine  capsule  imprinted  with  "Searle" 
and  "906"  on  body  and  cap,  containing 
disopyramide  phosphate  193-2mg  equiva- 
ent  to  150mg  disopyramide  base 
Indications  Cardiac  arrhythmias.  Reduc- 
tion of  myocardial  infarction  rate  asso- 
ciated with  a  previous  infarction 
Contraindications  Complete  heart  block 
Dosage  Initially  300mg  then  150mg  six 
hourly,  adjusted  according  to  response 
Precautions  Care  in  patients  with  partial 
heart  block.  Dose  should  be  reduced  if 
first  degree  heart  block  develops.  Benefits 
to   be   balanced    against  anticholinergic 
effects  in  patients  with  glaucoma,  tendency 
for  urinary  retention   and  when  patient 
taking  other  anticholinergics.  Patients  with 
or  susceptible  to  heart  failure  should  be 
fully  digitalised.  Dose  adjustments  may  be 
needed  in  significant  renal  disease.  May 
be  ineffective  in  patients  with  severe  hypo- 
kalemia. Safe  conditions  for  use  in  preg- 
nancy have  not  been  established.  Clinical 
studies  not  carried  out  in  children 
Side  effects  Anticholinergic  effects 
Storage  In  a  cool  dry  place 
Packs  Bottles  of  100  (£8-67  trade)  and 
500  capsules  (£41-18) 

Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 
scription only 
Issued  July  1976 

SOTACOR  injection 

Manufacturer  Bristol  Laboratories,  Lang- 
ley,  Slough  SL3  6EB 

Description  Ampoules  containing  sotalol 
hydrochloride  lOmg  in  each  5ml 
Indications    Acute    cardiac  arrhythmias, 
sspecially  following  myocardial  infarction 
Contraindications  etc  As  for  other  Sotacor 
^reparations 

Dosage  Up  to  20mg  intravenously,  slowly, 

epeated  as  required 

•acks  5ml  ampoules  (5,  £2-20) 

iupply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 

cription  only 

ssued  July  5,  1976 
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Tufty  Tails  relaunched 

Tufty  Tails  are  being  relaunched  18  months 
after  being  bought  by  Modo  Consumer 
Products  Ltd,  Modo  House,  Chichester 
Street,  Chester  CHI  4BP.  The  new  Tufty 
Tails  form  part  of  a  disposable  nappy 
system  which  also  includes  a  pair  of  tie-on 
plastic  pants  (10,  £0-49),  designed  to 
avoid  leakage.  Selling-in  starts  August  16 
and  three  sizes  will  be  available — new- 
born, for  babies  from  birth  to  about  two 
months  (20,  £0-49),  baby  size  for  use  up 
to  10  months  (20,  £0-57)  and  toddler  size 
for  use  from  10  months  until  nappies  are 
no  longer  needed  (20,  £0-70).  The  product 
itself  has  been  improved  by  including  a 
spreading  layer  inside  the  absorbent  layer 
to  disperse  the  liquid  along  the  nappy, 
in  the  baby  size  and  toddler  size. 

There  will  be  an  initial  on-pack  offer  of 
a  free  pair  of  pants  inside  each  pack  of 
nappies  but  the  main  support  activity  will 
be  mail  shots  to  mothers,  containing  nap- 
pies and  a  pair  of  tie-on  pants,  together 
with  a  25p  money-off  coupon  against 
next  purchase.  Media  advertising  will  start 
in  mid-September,  using  television  in  the 
London  area  initially  as  41  per  cent  of 
disposable  nappy  sales  are  said  to  be  in 
this  area.  The  three  week  London  cam- 
paign will  be  at  the  annual  national 
equivalent  rate  of  £400,000.  Press  advertis- 
ing will  be  concentrated  into  three 
magazines,  Mother,  Parents  and  Mother 
and  Baby.  Point-of-sale  material  demon- 
strates the  three  sizes  of  nappies  and  a 
merchandising  unit  has  been  designed  for 
the  tie-on  pants. 

Babettes  transfer  to  Robinsons 

Babettes,  Babettes  pants  and  Readinaps 
are  being  added  to  the  range  from  Robin- 
son &  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge  Mills, 
Chesterfield.  The  company  is  taking  over 
from  Bowater  Scott  Corporation  Ltd  the 
operation  of  the  plant  at  Walthamstow 
from  August  1.  The  paper-based  products 
manufactured  at  Walthamstow  will  be 
retained  by  Bowater  Scott  and  relocated 
at  other  sites.  The  Walthamstow  plant 
will  continue   to  run   under  its  present 


management  as  part  of  the  dressings 
division  of  Robinson  &  Sons  Ltd,  with 
marketing  and  distribution  functions  inte- 
grated into  the  existing  organisation  at 
Chesterfield.  To  ensure  a  smooth  transition 
of  responsibilities.  Bowater  Scott  will  con- 
tinue to  sell  and  distribute  Walthamstow 
products  on  behalf  of  Robinson  for  a 
limited  period  after  August  1. 

Flavoured  Complan  test  extended 

Three  varieties  of  flavoured  Complan 
(250g,  £0-53)  currently  on  test  in  the 
Granada  television  region,  will  become 
available  also  in  the  Midlands  television 
region  from  July  28.  The  successful  test 
market  of  butterscotch,  chocolate  and 
strawberry  Complan  began  in  January. 
To  support  the  extension,  Glaxo-Farley 
Foods  Ltd,  Plymouth  PL3  5UA,  are 
launching  a  four  week  television  advertis- 
ing campaign  in  both  test  regions,  with 
an  anticipated  reach  of  86  per  cent  of 
housewives  within  the  targetted  age  groups. 
The  national  media  advertising  schedule 
will  continue  to  feature  the  "Mix  yourself 
a  really  good  drink"  theme  and  will  high- 
light the  many  different  ways  of  using 
plain  Complan. 

Over  90,000  users  have  claimed  a  free 
mug,  offered  on  pack,  with  one  single 
proof  of  purchase  coupon.  Glaxo-Farley 
Food?  Ltd  have  ordered  addional  quanti- 
ties of  mugs. 

Pears  economy  shampoo 

Consumer  demand  for  economy  shampoos 
has  led  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  box  1DY, 
Pcrtman  Square,  London  W1A  1DY,  to 
introduce  economy  size  (£0-69)  Pears 
shampoo  variants — for  dry  and  normal  and 
for  greasy  hair.  This  year  £680,000  has 
been  allocated  to  advertising  and  promot- 
ing the  range,  now  said  to  hold  7  per  cent 
of  the  shampoo  market. 

Remington  reduce  Selectro  12  price 

Remington  are  supplying  their  Selectro  12 
shaver  in  a  soft  leatherette  pouch,  and 
reducing  the  price  by  £3  (new  price 
£13  95).  They  say  there  is  no  reduction  in 
the  quality  of  this  model,  but  the  offer 
forms  part  of  their  drive  to  expand  the 
total  electric  shaver  market. 

Bisodol  campaigns 

Bisodol  powders  and  tablets  are  currently 
being  supported  by  the  biggest-ever  adver- 
tising campaign,  on  television  and  in  the 
national  Press,  from  International 
Chemical  Company  Ltd,  1 1  Chenies  Street, 
London  WC1E  7ET. 

Continued  on  pi  2 
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Tudor  launch  own-label  film 

July  5  is  ihe  launch  date  of  Tudorcolor 
— the  own-label  brand  of  110,  126  and 
135  colour  negative  film  from  Tudor 
Processing  Limited,  30  Oxgate  Lane, 
London  NW2. 

With  a  speed  rating  of  80  ASA  (20 
DIN),  the  film  is  available  in  20  exposure 
sizes  in  110  and  126  formats  (£0  92  each), 
and  20  exposures  (£0-81)  and  36  exposures 
(£1-10)  in  35mm  format.  As  a  special 
introductory  offer,  any  Tudorcolor  film 
sent  in  for  processing  through  a  Tudor 
dealer  will  be  returned  to  the  customer 
with  a  free  pocket  snapshot  album  worth 
£0-54  retail. 

Both  the  film  and  the  offer  will  be 
promoted  heavily  by  the  company  in  a 
£35,000  high  season  advertising  campaign, 
the  biggest  ever  mounted  by  Tudor.  The 
bulk  of  the  budget  will  be  spent  on  com- 
mercial radio,  with  a  total  of  some  600 
spots  of  30  sec  each  booked  on  London's 
Capital  Radio  and  LBC  stations,  and  on 
Thames  Valley  Broadcasting,  during  July, 
August  and  September.  In  the  Press, 
Tudcr  will  be  taking  space  in  TV  Times, 
London  evening  newspapers  and  regional 
papers.  The  company's  new  Post-a-photo 
service  (C&D,  June  5,  p802)  and  own-label 
blank  cassette  tape  will  also  be  featured. 

Scottish  photo  competition 

A  summer  photographic  competition 
throughout  Scotland  is  being  run  this  year 
for  the  first  time  by  Scottish  Colorfoto 
Ltd,  PO  box  6,  Lomond  Industrial  Estate, 
Alexandria,  Dunbartonshire.  The  com- 
petition, which  runs  until  August  31,  is  for 
snapshots  of  children,  and  the  winner  is 
the  one  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  team 
of  judges  including  BBC  Scotland  singing 
star  Peter  Morrison,  ideally  completes  the 
caption  "Happiness  is  ...  Entry  en- 
velopes and  posters  are  available  to 
Scottish  Colorfoto  dealers  for  the  com- 
petition, the  winner  of  which  will  receive 
a  winter  holiday  in  Tenerife;  there  are 
also  50  camera  outfits  for  runners  up. 

Liquid  Dettol  promotes  cream 

Two  and  three  quarter  million  bottles  of 
Dettol  liquid  (250ml  and  500ml  sizes)  will 
be  carrying  a  picture  of  the  Dettol  cream 
pack  with  the  words  "also  available — 
Dettol  cream ;  antiseptic,  soothing,  heal- 
ing for  cuts  and  bites  and  stings."  Reckitt 
&  Colman  Products  Ltd,  pharmaceutical 
division,  Dansom  Lane,  Hull  HU8  7DS, 
say  this  is  a  summer  promotion  for  "an 
ideal  product  for  the  holidaymaker." 

Transtore  H  replaces  Hydra-kit 

Orders  for  Hydra-kit,  the  storage  case  for 
hard  contact  lenses,  will  be  met  with 
Transtore  H  (£1  -08)  when  existing  stocks 
are  exhausted,  say  Smith  &  Nephew 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  PO  Box  7,  Bessemer 
Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 


A  new  counter  display  unit  for  Lanacane 
is  available  from  Combe  International 
Ltd,  AMP  House,  Dingwall  Road, 
Croydon,  Surrey 


Shoplifting  report  from  Volumatic 

A  report  on  the  increasing  incidence  of 
shoplifting  among  students,  based  on  re- 
search carried  out  in  the  USA.  is  now 
available  in  the  UK  free  of  charge  from 
Volumatic  Ltd,  Taurus  House,  Kingfield 
Road,  Coventry. 

The  report  deals  with  reasons  behind 
Ihe  increase  in  shoplifting  among 
students  together  with  characteristics  of 
shoplifters  and  solutions  to  the  problem. 

Halas  diabetic  linctuses 

A  range  of  diabetic  linctuses  is  available 
from  Halas  Laboratories  Ltd,  Thorp  Arch 
Trading  Estate,  Wetherby,  Yorks  LS23 
7BJ.  Linctus  codeine  diabetic  BPC  con- 
tains codeine  phosphate  15mg,  carbo- 
hydrate 4-2g  in  5ml  (100ml— 12,  £3-25; 
500ml— 20,  £21-90;  21,  £4- 10  trade), 
pholcodine  linctus  diabetic  contains  phol- 
codine  5mg,  carbohydrate  4-2g  in  5ml 
(100ml— 12,  £2-30;  500ml— 20,  £14-10; 
21,  £2-55);  pholcodine  linctus  strong  dia- 
betic contains  pholcodine  lOmg,  carbo- 
hydrate 4-2g  in  5ml  (100ml— 12,  £3-00; 
500ml— 20,  £19-80;  21,  £3-70). 

Factorate  for  haemophiliacs 

Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co  Ltd,  Hampden 
Park,  Eastbourne,  Sussex  BN22  9AG,  are 
to  introduce  Factorate  from  July  5.  A 
stable  lyophilised  concentrate  of  factor 
VIII  (AHF,  AHG)  prepared  from  pooled 
human  plasma,  it  is  indicated  in  the  treat- 
ment of  classic  haemophilia  (haemophilia 
A)  and  is  available  only  to  haemophilia 
centres.  Factorate  is  given  intravenously 
and  on  reconstitution  contains  five  to  10 
times  as  much  factor  VIII  as  does  an 
equal  volume  of  plasma. 

Serenace  10mg  tablets 

From  July  29,  Serenace  will  also  be 
available  as  10mg  tablets  (50,  £6-62;  250, 
£32-27;  1000,  £125-85  trade)  from  Searle 
Laboratories,  division  of  G.  D.  Searle  & 
Co  Ltd,  PO  box  53,  Lane  End  Road,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  HP  12  4HL. 

Prenatol  distribution  change 

A.  H.  Robins  Co  Ltd,  Redkiln  Way,  Hor- 
sham, West  Sussex  RH13  5QP,  have 
acquired  Prenatol  anti-stretch-mark  cream 
from  Helena  Rubinstein  Ltd.  It  is  now 
available  to  all  pharmacies  through  whole- 
salers (118cc  jar,  £115). 
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Defencin  change  to  complete  pack 

A  change  in  packaging  of  Defencin  will 
be  introduced  on  July  5  by  Bristol  Labora- 
tories, Langley,  Slough  SL3  6EB,  when 
all  orders  will  be  met  by  Defencin  CP 
(£6-10  trade).  The  capsules  will  be  packed 
in  foil  with  a  day  and  dosage  line 
overprinted. 

Ceplac  tablet  change 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Station  Road. 
Shalford,  Guildford,  Surrey,  have  changed 
the  erythrosine  content  of  Ceplac  from 
12mg  to  6mg.  The  size  and  appearance  of 
the  tablet  is  unchanged. 

Bleomycin  injection  5mg 

Bleomycin  injection  5mg  (10  ampoules, 
£43-37  trade)  will  be  available  from  July 
10  to  hospitals  with  experience  of  cancer 
chemotherapy,  from  Lundbeck  Ltd,  48 
Park  Street,  Luton,  Beds. 

Unichem  members'  offers 

Exclusive  offers  to  Unichem  Ltd  members, 
available  July  7-27,  cover  Colgate  dental 
cream,  Tufty  Tails,  Kotex,  Mum  Rollette, 
Kemval  shampoo,  Born  Blonde,  Alberto 
balsam  conditioner,  and  Badedas.  Details 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  or  from  Unichem 
Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey. 

Bonus  offers 

Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd.  Dawson  Road, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK1  1JT.  Nestle 
Lite,  14  invoiced  as  12.  Old  Cottage 
Lavender  compressed  blossoms,  15  in- 
voiced as  12.  Stop  It,  15  invoiced  at  12.  So 
Soft  shampoo,  13  invoiced  as  12.  Margo 
baby  powder,  13  invoiced  as  12.  From 
selected  wholesalers  (list  elsewhere  in  this 
issue)  during  July  and  August. 

on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands:  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U — Ulster;  We — Westward;  B — Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Aquafresh:  So 

Body  Mist:  All  except  E,  CI 

Bristows  shampoo:  All  except  E,  CI 

Coty  Masumi:  Lc 

Coty  Smitty:  M 

Day-long  roll-on:  Ln,  M,  So 

Denim:  All  areas 

Elseve  balsam:  All  except  CI 

Energen  one-cal:  All  except  E 

Euthymol  original:  Ln,  So 

Harmony  shampoo:  All  areas 

Hedex:  All  except  NE 

Kodak  Instamatic  cameras:  All  except  E 

Lucozade:  Ali  except  E,  CI 

Mum:  All  except  E 

Nivea:  All  except  Ln,  So 

Philips  Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  WW,  So,  A 

Philips  Philishave  battery  shaver:  All  areas 

Radox:  All  except  U,  E 

Scholl  footsprays:  All  except  U,  E 

Super  Polygrip:  Ln,  M,  Sc,  So,  A,  G 

Sure:  All  areas 

Lentheric  Tweed:  All  areas 

Lentheric  perfumes:  All  except  E 

Us:  All  areas 

Wizard  range:  M 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


PHILIPS 


Philips  recommend 
you  start  Christinas  on 


July  3rd. 


Time  flies.  With  summer  holidays  and  bank  holidays, 
before  you  know  where  you  are  it's  already  autumn. 

And  with  customers  shopping  earlier  to  miss  the 
Christmas  rush,  you  miss  Christmas  sales.  That  is,  if  you 
order  too  late. 

So  it's  not  too  soon  to  do  something  about  your  Christmas 
profits.  What  Philips  have  done  is  to  bring  you  the  best  ever 
choice  of  personal  care  products. 

Like  Philishave.  This  year  we're  giving  you  an  impressive 
silver  display  unit  to  hold  four  shavers. 

The  two  new  Philips  Hair  Styling  Tongs.  The  Philips 
Hairstyling  Set,  and  Lady  shave.  Remember  to 
show  it  in  its  own  eye-catching  presentation  case, 

There  are  lots  more  beautiful  sellers  in  the 
Philips  range. 

Why  not  get  your  Philips  order  in  today? 
After  all,  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year. 


Simply  years  ahead. 
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Stowaway 


)WAWAY 


■AKt.t 


FRAGRANa 


We  know.  The  kind  of  best-selling  success 
Stowaway  had  in  1975. 

It's  yours.  With  Stowaway's  special  76 
gift  packs:  three  Stowaway  fragrances,  each  in 
its  own  individual  pack- or  with  matching 
perfumed  talc. 

Best-selling  success  76  style -guaranteed 
by  the  big  £250,000  backing  we're  giving 
Stowaway.  Backing  you  won't  be  able  to  miss. 
In  all  the  women's  magazines  that  matter 
starting  now,  right  through  the  year,  building  up 
to  a  big  TV  burst  before  Christmas. 

Stowaway.  You'd  better  start  stowing  it 
away  now. 


Stowaway.  The  essence  of  freedom  (and  the  essence  of  profit) 


EldoGbbslld 
The  Brand  Builders 
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A  selection  from  the  manufacturers'  ranges 


2  A 

1  Bubble  baths — Louvre,  £0-85,  Maracas,  £1-05  and  Coupole 
£079.  Dellex-Grosvenor. 

2  Three  Fidji  soaps,  Guy  Laroche,  £195.  Parim. 

3  Casablanca  gift  sets  £2-90,  and  £2-75  (right).  Unicliffe. 

4  Mon  Secret  parfum  spray,  £195,  eau  de  toilette  £195  and 
dusting  powder  £1-95.  Dorothy  Gray. 

5  Soaps — monsters,  £0-22  and  dolphins,  £0-49. 
Dellex-Grosvenor. 


3  A 


6  French  Almond  pack,  £1-15.  Robe/ts  Windsor. 
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1  On  Christmas  cards — 10  double-edged 
razor  blades,  £0  68,  or  bonded  razor  with 
two  blades,  £0  58.  Wilkinson  Sword. 

2  Tangee  gift  packs  of  two  eye  and 
nail  products,  £0  49,  in  sets  of  36  bags 
with  six  combinations.  Winarick. 

3  Edwardian  designs  for  Imperial 
Leather — lady's  talc  with  two  soaps, 
£0  79.  Cussons. 

4  Rive  Gauche  set — body  lotion,  spray 
deodorant,  eau  de  toilette  and  bubble 
beads  for  the  bath — £12  50  from  Yves 
Saint  Laurent.  Charles  of  the  Ritz. 


3A 


4V 


'i^d^n/^  OF  LONDON     Gift  Ideas?  We've  got  them 


A  small  selection  from  our  1976  range  of  gifts  Available  from  Dellex-Grosvenor  Wholesale  Stockists 
DELLEX-GROSVENOR  LTD,  North  Lane,  Aldershot.  Hants  GU1  GQ42  Tel:  Aldershot  26254  or  01 -684  3881 
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1  Black  label  sets,  E1-39-E1-85,  and  Sven, 
£299-£399,  combine  talc,  soap  and 
after  shave.  Yardley. 

2  Nerissa  lambswool  dusting  puffs,  4in 
diameter,  pastel  shades  with  ribbon  bows, 
£0  70.  Solport  Bros  Ltd. 

3  Brut  fragrance  boules  parfumantes,  25 
to  a  jar,  £4  95.  Faberge 

4  Denim  after  shave,  talc,  shaving  foam, 
£1-99,  (left),  and  aftershave, 

7V   anti-perspirant,  deodorant  £165. 
D  &  W  Gibbs. 

5  Moon  drops  cream,  £3-00  and  eau  de 
Cologne  £4-20  in  swirled  bottles  and 
boxed  dusting  powder  £3-95.  Revlon. 

6  Brut  hippo  soap,  £195.  Faberge. 

7  Madame  Rochas  or  Femme  atomizers, 
£7  70.  Rochas  Perfumes. 

8  Interval  hand  cream,  £2.  Interval. 

9  Musk  talc,  after  shave  and  soap  £3-25, 
after  shave  and  talc,  £2-55.  Houbigant. 

10  Tabac  Original  gift  pack,  £1-45. 
Eylure. 

10V 


mm 


■ 


1 
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V  3 


1  Three  soaps,  Biue  Grass,  £0  95  or 
Memoire  Cherie  £100.  Arden. 

2  Wild  Briar  after  shave,  Cologne  and 
talc,  £3-15,  and  without  Cologne,  £1-95. 
Max  Factor. 

3  Tom  and  Jerry  soaps,  £0  39.  Sorelle. 

4  Cologne  spray,  bath  essence  and  34cc 
soap,  £7-45.  Fioris. 

5  Mirrors  in  dressing  table, 
handbag  and  shaving  designs, 
£0-25-£1-49.  Jackel. 

6  Flower  mist,  dusting  powder  and  bath 
soap,  Blue  Grass  £4T5  or  Memoire 
Cherie  £470.  Arden. 

7  Boxea  "mini"  spray  fragrances  include 
Sea  Jade,  Sharida,  Khadine,  Flair  and 
Lavender,  £1-16-£T30.  Yardley. 

8  Pomanders,  £0  45,  and  bath  "delights", 
£0  39.  Dellex-Grosvenor. 

9  Climat  atomiser  42g,  with  100g  talc, 
£2  50.  Lancome. 


6  A 


7  A 


2  A 


4  A 


for  a  sparkli 


RIGHT 

6330 -  £1.70 

Musk  loz  Spray  &  60g  Talc 
Also  in  Patchouli  6340 
&  Ambergris  6350 

6331 -  £2.55 

Musk  65g  Spray  &  lOOg  Talc 
Also  in  Patchouli  6341 
&  Ambergris  6351 

6332 -  £3.75 

Musk  90g  Dusting  Powder 
&  65g  Spray 
Also  available 

Medallion  merchandisers  for 
Musk  6381,  and  mixed  6380 
—  65p  each  item 


LEFT 

6313-£1.48 
Quelques  Fleurs  15cc 
Parfum  de  Toilette 
&45gTalc 

Also  in  Chantilly  6303 
6311 -£3.15 
Quelques  Fleurs  lOOg  Tc 
&  2oz  Spray 
Also  in  Chantilly  6301 

6317-  £1.70 
Quelques  Fleurs  Hand  & 
Body  Lotion  &  60g  Talc 
Also  in  Chantilly  6307 
6310 -£2.75 
Quelques  Fleurs  Soap, 
Hand  &  Body  Lotion  & 
loz  Spray 

Also  in  Chantilly  6300 

6318-  £1.90 
Quelques  Fleurs  Hand  &\ 
Body  Lotion  &  Fragrant 
Foam  Bath 

Also  in  Chantilly  6308 

6315-E15.00 

Quelques  Fleurs 

1  20Z  Parfum, 

140g  Dusting  Powder, 

lOOg  Spray  &  1  a  oz  Spra 

Also  in  Chantilly  6305 

Also  available 
Medallion  merchandisers 
for  Chantilly  6371, 
Quelques  Fleurs  6372,  ail 
mixed  6370 — 75p  each  itj 


Chi 


RIGHT 

6365  -  80p 

Monsieur  Houbigant  28g 
After  Shave  Spray 
6364 -£3.85 

Monsieur  Houbigant  lOOcc 
After  Shave,  Soap  &  60g  Talc 

6362 -  £4.75 

Monsieur  Houbigant  lOOg  Talc 
lOOcc  After  Shave  &  Soap 
6361 -£3.85 

Monsieur  Houbigant  60g  Talc, 
55cc  After  Shave  &  Soap 

6363 -  £2.55 

Monsieur  Houbigant  60g  Talc 
&  2oz  After  Shave  Spray 

6360 -£2.55 

Monsieur  Houbigant  60g  Talc 
&  55cc  After  Shave 


iNvoianoH 
iNvsianoH 

HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
HOUBIGANT 
"JBIGANT 
JBIGANT 


LEFT 
6325 -80p 

Musk  Monsieur  Houbigant  28g 
After  Shave  Spray 

6321 -  £3.25 

Musk  Monsieur  Houbigant  60g 
Talc,  56cc  After  Shave  &  Soap 

6322 -  £2.55 

Musk  Monsieur  Houbigant  lOOg 
Talc  &  65g  After  Shave  Spray 


MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MONSIEUR 
MO1"' 


All  prices  are  Retail  and 
include  VAT 


1 


9 


liti  una  ii  t»\  t  it  win  raa  1 1  ki  itvwTtmvlTsvfS^StnSK 


inema,  including  the  successful  'Cleopatra' 
3mmercial  for  Musk. 

First-ever  cinema  foyer  sampling, 
jaturing  Houbigant's  personality  girls. 

Promotions  including  the  new  Monsieur 
oubigant  racing  car  and  the  Chantilly 
erfume  Stakes  at  Newmarket. 

Plus  merchandising  material  to  put 
le  extra  brilliance  into  your  Christmas 
ales  season. 


HULmiir/lIYI 

PARIS  •  LONDON  •  NEW  YORK 

Houbigant  Ltd,  Salbrook  Road,  Salfords,  Redhill,  Surrey. 
Tel:  Horley  (02934)  71561. 
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1  English  Rose  patterned  card  fabric 
holdalls  and  purses  with  cane  handles. 
Jacket. 

2  Two  military  hair  brushes,  pure  bristle, 
£7-62  for  the  set.  Gomey. 

3  Personality  gift  packs,  under  £100. 
Richards  &  Appleby. 

4  Candy  Kisses  talc,  80g  and  bubble 
bath,  130cc,  £0-85.  Cussons. 

5  Four  soaps,  with  hand  lotions,  bubble 
baths  and  cubes,  in  lemon,  £2-45. 
Bronnley. 

6  Aqua  Manda  talc,  £0  52,  after  shave, 
£0-81  and  gift  £1-55.  Goya. 

7  Sandalwood  Cologne  £0-79,  after  shave 
gift  £1-32,  talc,  £0  47  and  duo  £0-85. 
Goya. 

8  Pagan  Man  after  shave  and  talc,  £2-20. 
Single  after  shave  £1-35,  talc  £0-85. 
Scott  &  Bowne. 

9  Fenjal  talc,  £0  68,  and  three  soap  set, 
£150,  with  Classic  or  Fresh  fragrance. 
Bath  and  soap,  £1-88,  and  Fenjal  bath, 
£0  69,  £1-38  or  £2  80.  Scott  &  Bowne. 
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NATURA  PRODUCTS  LTD 
90  Belsize  Lane,  London  NW3 

Tel:  01-  435  1193 

Sole  agents  in  the  UK  for  the 
sophisticated  range  of 

PINO  SILVESTRE 
MEN'S  TOILETRIES 

Have  pleasure  in  announcing  the 
introduction  of  special  Christmas 
Coffrets  and  gift-wrapped 
'AFTER  SHAVE' 


These  are  immediately  available  from  the 
sole  distributor 


JACKEL  &  COMPANY  LTD 
KITTY  BREWSTER  ESTATE 
BLYTH,  NORTHUMBERLAND 

TEL:  060706-2596 

see  them  at  your  Christmas  Showroom 

i  i  i  i  @  §  §  ,@  a  §  @  i  a  § 
REPLICA 

90  Belsize  Lane,  London  NW3 
Tel:  01-435  1193 

Following  its  traditional 
concept,  REPLICA  has 
launched  for  Christmas  a 
fabulous  range  of  Coffrets 
(large  and  smal 


Available  immediately  from  the  sole 
distributor 


JACKEL  &  COMPANY  LTD 
KITTY  BREWSTER  ESTATE 
BLYTH,  NORTHUMBERLAND 

TEL:  060706-2596 

On  display  at  the  Christmas  Showroom 


skin  care  soap 


Your  customers  have  been  reading  in  all  the  top 
magazines  about  a  super  creamy  deep-cleansing 
treatment  which  leaves  skin  looking  young,  healthy 
and  beautiful.  Cidal  -  a  gently  medicated  soap  with  a 
light  fragrance  that  goes  to  work  against  harmful 
germs  and  bacteria  that  cause  skin  problems. 

Good  buy  for  the  customer 
-good  returns  for  you ! 

No  gimmicks  or  tricks.  Cidal  simply  means  safe, 
effective  skin  care  and  genuine,  solid  value.  The  kind 
that  keeps  your  customers  coming  back  for  more ! 

So  give  the  ladies  what  they  want . . .  Cidal  -  in 
all  the  leading  women's  magazines  now! 

Throughout  the  year  larger  spaces  than  ever  in 
women's  magazines,  together  with  a  series  of  special 
promotions,  will  be  keeping  the  demand  constant. 
Make  sure  your  stocks  are  big  enough  to  meet  it! 

i'arciifs  U3DKNOW 
rrx*her  COSMOPOLITAN 


Cidal-skin  care 
soap for young 

healthy  skins 

CIDAL  PRODUCTS,  P.O.  Box  4,  Liverpool  L36  6AE. 
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4  0  de  Lancome  milk  bubble  bath, 
£2  55.  Lancome. 


5  Bath  preparations  from  Aronde. 
Columbia. 


6  "Giant"  wardrobe  sachets  of  Lavender 
or  Lily  of  the  valley  fragrance,  £150. 
Taylor  of  London. 


"NERISSA" 
LAMBS  WOOL  PUFFS 

Each  in  printed 

acetate  box. 
Six  in  an  outer. 


PORTIA  CHEMISTS'  SUNDRIES 

Portia  Holdalls  &  Sponge  Bags.  Watersprite  Face  Cloths. 
Portia  Eyeshields  &  Goggles.     Manicure  Sundries. 
Loofah  Bath  Gloves.  Easifix  Finger  Stalls. 

Obtainable  from  your  usual  wholesaler — or  write 
SOLPORT  BROS.  LTD.,  Goring-by-Sea.  Worthing  44861. 
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1  In  Love,  including  heart-shaped  soap, 
C2-50.  Hartnell. 

2  Lavender  or  rose  geranium  soaps, 
4Joz  in  wooden  holder,  £4-15.  Bronnley. 

3  Tele-lnstamatic  330  camera  outfit 
£24-42^.  Kodak. 

4  Old  Spice  after  shave  and  soap  £1-46 
and  after  shave  and  talc,  £1-20.  Shulton. 

5  Available  in  different  Coty  fragrances 
and  priced  accordingly:  powder  poufs, 
Cologne  trios,  atomiser  spray,  and 
fragrance  candle.  Coty. 

6  Land  camera  2000,  case,  SX-70  film 
and  flashbar,  £69  00.  Polaroid. 


Fenjal  Christmas  1976 


5119  5030  5122  5349 

£1.50  £1.88  Fenjal  Beauty  Soap  in  display.  £1.88 

12  Classic,  3  Fresh,  3  Jasmine. 
50p.  per  tablet. 


Full  details  from  your  Scott  &  Bowne  representative. 
Scott  &  Bowne  Ltd.,  50  Upper  Brook  Street,  London  W1Y  2AE.  01-629  4422. 
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THE  NEW  FACE 
OF  THICKEN  HAIR 

Now  Thicken  Hair  has  a  totally  new,  modern  look  to  appeal  to  today's  woman. 
We'll  tell  85%  of  them  all  about  it  in  full  colour  magazine  advertising 
^g£(S((BB^  throughout  the  Summer  and  Autumn. 

Thicken  Hair 

Adds  body  and  control  to  fine  hair,  beautifully 


wholesalers. 
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A  personal  viewpoint 


How  to  simplify  NHS  pricing 


-  and  speed  it  up 

by  R.  Gartside,  BSc,  MPS 


A  single-handed  proprietor  in  Loverpool,  Mr  Gartside  has  made  ihe  following  submission 
to  the  Inquiry  into  the  Prescription  Pricing  Authority.  His  suggestion  is  that  NHS 
prescription  pricing  procedures  could  be  simplified  at  the  cost  of  a  small  degree  of 
inaccuracy,  the  latter  to  be  corrected  by  annual  surveys.  He  believes  also  that  multiple 
chemists,  buying  at  wholesale  terms,  may  be  making  "excess  profits"  and  that  some 
redistribution  of  this  money  might  help  to  mitigate  hardships  which  small  contractors 
might  suffer  from  the  adoption  of  more  rapid,  but  perhaps  marginally  less  accurate, 
methods  of  pricing. 


Payment  for  prescriptions  is  based  on  the 
principle  that  chemist  contractors  shall  be 
re-imbursed  for  ingredient  costs  actually 
incurred,  but  since  these  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained with  complete  accuracy  in  each 
individual  case,  a  number  of  approxi- 
mations have  had  to  be  adopted  in  an 
effort  to  achieve  equitable  results.  Regret- 
tably these  approximations,  while  un- 
doubtedly consuming  a  great  deal  of  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  Pricing  Authority,  prob- 
ably have  little  real  overall  financial  result 
but  produce  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling 
amongst  chemist  contractors.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  this  paper  to  suggest  an 
alternative  set  of  approximations  which 
will  consume  less  pricing  labour  and  yet, 
appropriately  presented,  would  probably 
be  more  acceptable  to  contractors. 

Pack  sizes 

The  Authority  already  has  to  keep  records 
of  each  contractor's  usage  of  those  prepa- 
rations listed  in  Part  IV  of  the  Drug  Tariff 
in  order  to  determine  whether  each  indi- 
vidual contractor  is  stocking  the  sizes  of 
pack  which  are  most  economical  for  him. 
The  effort  involved  is  considerable,  while 
the  information  obtained  is  so  far  out  of 
date  as  to  be  valueless.  Because  much 
prescribing  is  of  a  seasonal  nature  (bron- 
chitis in  January,  hay  fever  in  June, 
sunburn  in  August,  and  depression  in 
November),  an  analysis  of  January  sales 
is  of  negative  value  as  a  control  over  June 
buying. 

With  prescription  pricing  so  far  in 
arrears  as  at  present,  it  seems  probable 
that  if  this  procedure  were  of  real  value, 
large  numbers  of  contractors  would  be  in 
receipt  of  second  and  third  letters  referring 
to  the  same  preparation — but  there  is  little 
evidence  that  this  is  in  fact  the  case.  With 
the  arrangements  set  out  below,  there 
appears  to  be  no  clear  reason  why  this 
cumbersome,  laborious,  and  relatively  in- 
effective procedure  should  be  continued. 

Multiples'  discounts 

A  number  of  manufacturers  offer  dis- 
counts in  return  for  large  orders  and 
because  of  this  contractor's  ingredient  costs 
are  discounted  on  a  sliding  scale,  depend- 
ing upon  their  monthly  prescription  item 
number.  The  exact  scale  of  discounting 
is  determined  by  a  survey  of  the  costs  of 
a  representative  selection  of  contractors 
and  there  would  appear  to  be  no  insuper- 
able reason  why  such  surveys  should  not 


be  extended  to  cover  pack  sizes.  It  would 
then  be  possible  to  price  all  prescriptions 
on  the  basis  of  the  smallest  pack  size, 
recovering  any  apparent  overpayment  by 
means  of  the  discount  on  ingredient  costs. 

It  should  be  noted  at  this  point  that  an 
organisation  with  five  or  more  branches  is 
almost  certainly  in  a  position  to  buy  on 
wholesale  terms  which  are  far  more 
generous  than  minimum  order  terms  and 
that  no  cognisance  of  this  fact  is  taken 
by  the  present  discounting  arrangements. 
Probable  savings  to  the  Health  Service  if 
this  point  is  taken  into  account  outweigh 
any  possible  costs  which  might  be  in- 
curred if  other  proposals  in  this  paper 
were  to  be  implemented. 

There  are,  of  course,  no  clear  moral 
reasons  why  the  Department  of  Health 
should  be  entitled  to  any  share  in  profits 
made  as  a  result  of  contractors'  com- 
mercial decisions  to  invest  in  stocks  over 
and  above  immediate  day-to-day  require- 
ments, particularly  since  such  stocks  have 
no  other  legal  use  should  prescription 
demand  fail.  However,  the  decision  having 
been  made  to  discount  contractors'  ingred- 
ient costs,  such  discounting  should  be  taken 
to  its  logical  conclusion  by  additional  dis- 
counting of  the  costs  of  multiple 
organisations.  Private  contractors  might 
conceivably  obtain  an  overall  discount  of 
the  order  of  1  per  cent  by  direct  buying 
of  minimum  order  quantities  from  manu- 
facturers; multiple  chemists  running  their 
own  wholesale  operation  are  obtaining  a 
gross  discount  of  15  per  cent. 

Broken  bulk 

The  present  arrangements  under  which 
contractors  can  claim  for  unused  broken 
bulk  have  proved  expensive  and  counter- 
productive. Record  keeping  by  the  Auth- 
ority involves  a  large  amount  of  work, 
while  manufacturers  have  not  hesitated  to 
discontinue  small  pack  sizes  or  to  intro- 
duce new  products  only  in  large  packs. 

The  outstanding  example  here  is 
Naprosyn,  an  antirheumatic  drug  having 
a  dosage  of  one  tablet  twice  a  day,  a 
normal  prescription  quantity  of  60  tablets, 
yet  only  available  in  a  pack  of  250  tablets 
at  a  price  of  £19-25.  There  are  many  other 
examples  and  in  total  sum  the  quantity 
of  stock  on  contractor's  shelves,  paid  for 
in  full  under  the  broken  bulk  arrangement, 
must  be  considerable.  If  the  broken  bulk 
arrangement  were  discontinued  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  manufacturers  would 


rapidly  find  themselves  able  to  produce 
small  packs,  since  contractors  are  naturally 
reluctant  to  invest  in  stock  without  reason- 
able hope  of  recovery  of  their  costs — and 
without  widespread  distribution  a  manu- 
facturer cannot  hope  to  have  sales. 

Abolishing  the  broken  bulk  arrangement 
might  well  mean  some  financial  cost  to 
contractors,  but  there  should  be  little  diffi- 
culty in  taking  care  of  this  by  survey  and 
adjustment  to  the  discount  rate  on  ingred- 
ient costs,  with  possibly  a  special 
arrangement  for  specially  expensive  and 
rarely  used  preparations  (although  this 
should  be  avoided  if  at  all  possible).  It 
would  be  of  interest  to  compare  the  sum 
presently  paid  to  contractors  under  the 
broken  bulk  arrangements  with  the  sums 
being  withheld  under  the  discounting 
arrangements. 

Professional  fees 

Further  simplification  and  streamlining  of 
pricing  procedures  would  follow  the 
abolition  of  the  present  plethora  of  pro- 
fessional fees  and  their  replacement  by 
one  single  rate  of  fee,  irrespective  of  the 
items  concerned.  In  present  day  con- 
ditions the  dispensing  of  dressings  is  as 
time-  and  expertise-consuming  as  any  other 
type  of  dispensing,  while  the  only  justifica- 
tion for  any  extra  fee  for  six  or  more 
months'  supply  of  the  contraceptive  "pill" 
is  financial.  Very  occasional  extra  fees  for 
extemporaneous  dispensing  make  no  con- 
tribution to  the  economic  viability  of  the 
dispensing  operation  and  it  should  not  be 
outside  the  realms  of  possibility  to  set  the 
level  of  the  single-rate  fee  so  that  overall 
remuneration  is  unaffected. 

The  only  exception  to  the  unified  fee 
should  be  oxygen,  truss,  and  urgent  fees 
where  the  services  would  not  be  available 
unless  adequately  rewarded,  and  where 
only  small  numbers  of  contractors  are 
involved,  these  additional  fees  could  be 
dealt  with  by  having  the  prescriptions 
separately  bundled. 

Preservers'  costs 

Finally,  the  value  of  the  keeping  of  records 
of  individual  preservers'  costs  must  be 
seriously  questioned.  This  procedure  has 
been  in  use  now  for  many  years  yet  the 
only  hard  evidence — the  regional  variation 
in  costs — gives  no  indication  that  any 
results  whatever  have  been  attained. 
There  are,  in  fact,  grounds  for  belief  that 
the  Department's  visiting  doctors  have 
been  advising  general  practitioners  to  write 
prescriptions  for  50  days'  supply.  But 
while  patient's  appointments  continue  to 
be  made  at  monthly  intervals  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  a  more  wasteful  procedure. 
There  is  little  likelihood  of  doctors'  right 
to  prescribe  being  limited,  therefore  the 
present  procedure  appears  to  have  little,  if 
any,  effect  on  prescription  costs ;  it  is 
difficult  indeed  to  see  the  value  of  collating 
information  which  is  of  no  use. 

Taken  altogether,  the  alterations  sugges- 
ted above  should  materially  speed  up 
prescription  pricing,  where  the  present 
difficulties  appear  to  stem  from  marginal 
rather  than  major  lack  of  capacity.  A 
relatively  small  increase  in  the  rate  of 
work  throughout  might  therefore  be 
expected  to  have  a  large  effect  on  the 
backlog  of  work   and  removal   of  this 
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Optabs 

The  world  famous  eye 
lotion  in  TABLET  form 
is  rapidly  making  its 
mark  in  the  cosmetic 
market. 

ADVERTISING  NOW  APPEARING  in 
the  Sunday  Express,  Sunday  Mirror  and 
'She'  regularly  right  through  until  August. 

The  point  about  Optabs  is  that  it  is 
completely  fresh  and  sterile  every  time. 
The  Optabs  formula  cannot  work  in  a 
ready  made  lotion,  so  we  put  it  in  a  tiny 
tablet  which  dissolves  in  seconds  in  a 
lukewarm  eye  bath. 

The  transformation  is  amazing!  Dull, 
bloodshot  eyes  become  sparkling  white  in 
seconds. 


NYLAX 

The  vitamin  and  herbal 
laxative  is  growing 
into  a  BIG  BOY! 

Demand  has  increased  every  single  year 
from  1940  when  it  w-as  first  introduced  — 
and  now  with  increased  advertising  — 
SA  L  ES  are  growing  more  rapidly  than  ever. 

HEAVY  ADVERTISING  RIGHT 


DISPLAY  BONUS  for  Retail  Chemists  on 
BOTH  NYLAX  &  OPTABS  (13  charged 
as  12)  (parcels  may  be  mixed). 

Nylax  (22p)  £1.82  doz. 

Optabs  (with  eye  bath  35p)  £2.93  doz. 

(Refills  32p)  £2.67  doz.  +  VAT. 

Direct  from  British  Chemotheutic 

Products  Ltd. 

Kemtheutic  House, 

Grant  Street,  Bradford,  West  Yorks. 

Telephone:  Bradford  (0274)  22005 

Or  order  singles  through  your  usual 

wholesaler. 


The  Home  Office  has  issued  a  new  list  of 
doctors  exempted  from  the  handwriting 
requirements  of  Regulation  15(1)  (b)  of 
the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations  1973, 
with  the  effect  that  only  the  signature 
need  appear  in  their  own  handwriting  on 
prescriptions  for  Controlled  Drugs.  The 
new  list,  which  came  into  force  on  July  1, 
will  remain  effective  until  December  31 
(except  where  otherwise  marked),  which  is 
also  the  expiry  date  of  current  licences  to 
prescribe,  administer  and  supply  heroin 
and  cocaine  to  addicts.  It  is  intended  that 
future  approvals  will  be  valid  normally 
for  12  months  with  a  common  expiry  date 
of  December  31.  The  exempted  doctors, 
by  hospitals,  are  as  follows : 

London 

Charing  Cross  Hospital,  Psychiatric  Unit 
Annexe,  57  Aspenlea  Road,  W6  8LH:  J. 
Buchanan,  H.  Makar,  G.  B.  Oppenheim, 
G.  Robson,  A.  Sittampalam. 
Guy's  Hospital,  Department  of  Psycholo- 
gical Medicine,  SE1 :  C.  A.  Guercio,  A.  B. 
Osborne. 

Hackney    Hospital    Addiction  Treatment 
Centre,  E9  6BE :  J.  W.  Mack,  J.  L.  Reed. 
Lambeth    Hospital,    Brook    Drive,  SE11 
4TH :  J.  Edeh,  Sir  W.  A.  S.  Grant,  M.  A. 
Sheikh. 

St  Clement's  Hospital  Drug  Dependency 

Treatment  Centre,  2a  Bow  Road,  E3  4LL: 

J.  Denham,  C.  P.  Humphries. 

St   George's  Hospital  Drug  Dependency 

Clinic,    Blackshaw    Road,    SW17  OQT: 

P.  T.  d'Orban,  G.  S.  Tregenza. 

St    Giles    Drug    Dependence  Treatment 

Centre,  Camberwell  Church  Street,  Cam- 

berwell,    SE5 :    Habib    Khan    (valid  to 

November  18). 

St  Luke's-Woodside  Hospital,  Simmons 
House,  Woodside  Avenue,  N10  3HU :  P. 
Boyd,  L.  de  la  Sierra. 

St  Mary's  Hospital  Drug  Dependency 
Centre,  Woodfield  Road,  W9:  S.  Das 
Gupta,  J.  G.  Weir. 

St  Thomas'  Hospital,  Lambeth  Palace 
Road,  SE1  7EH:  S.  Haye,  W.  C.  Hughes, 
J.  Merry,  H.  F.  Oakeley,  M.  S.  Samuel, 
A.  F.  Teggin.  St  Thomas'  Medical  School : 
M.  J.  Pritchard. 

Tooting  Bee  Hospital,  Tooting  Bee  Road, 
SW17  8BL :  T.  H.  Bewley,  F.  A. 
Hennessey. 

University  College  Hospital  (National 
Temperance  Hospital)  Drugs  Dependence 
Clinic,  122  Hampstead  Road,  NW1  2LT: 
G.  N.  Brown,  M.  M.  Glatt,  J.  A.  Jones, 
M.  Mitcheson. 

Westminster  Hospital  Psychiatric  Depart- 
ment, 53  Vincent  Square,  SW1 :  P.  Aylett, 
G.  Dhanani. 

Rest  of  England 

All  Saints  Drug  Addiction  Unit,  All  Saints 
Hospital,  Lodge  Road,  Birmingham  B18 


5SD:  M.  I.  Akhter,  N.  W.  Imlah,  N.  G. 
Lambert,  A.  C.  P.  Sims. 
Cane  Hill  Hospital,  Coulsdon,  Surrey  CR3 
3YL :  H.  Dale  Beckett. 
Herbert    Hone    Clinic,    1 1  Buckingham 
Road,  Brighton,  Sussex :  E.  G.  Fisher,  M. 
Lightbody,  D.  Parr,  G.  D.  Pirrie. 
Oueen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  Drug  Addic- 
tion Clinic,  Howlands,  Welwyn  Garden 
City  AL7  4HQ :  J.  L.  McClure,  A.  Model. 
St  Nicholas  Hospital,  Parkwood  House, 
Gosforth,      Newcastle-upon-Tyne  NE3 
3XT:  A.  H.  Freed,  D.  D.  Kothari,  S.  E. 
Proctor. 

West  Middlesex  Hospital,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex:  E.  M.  Curry,  F.  P.  Haldane, 
D.  H.  Marjot. 

St  Francis  Hospital,  Haywards  Heath ; 
Brighton  General  Hospital,  Elm  Grove ; 
Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Eastern 
Road,  Brighton :  A.  Folkson. 

Scotland 

Southern  General  Hospital  Drug  Clinic, 
Glasgow  GS1  4TF:  P.  Mullin. 


NHS  pricing 
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backlog  should  have  a  pronounced  effect 
upon  staff  morale. 

There  could  well  be  further  benefits  for 
the  Pricing  Authority.  The  complications 
of  the  present  methods  may  possibly  frus- 
trate the  pricing  staff  and  simplification 
might  well  decrease  the  labour  turn-over 
rate.  It  is  possible  also  that  the  present 
high,  but  not  perfect,  standard  of  pricing 
accuracy  might  be  further  improved; 
certainly  the  task  of  checking  the  pricers' 
work  would  be  made  easier. 

One  note  of  caution  must,  however,  be 
sounded.  Past  actions  on  prescription 
pricing  have  not  strengthened  contrac- 
tors' confidence  in  the  Department  of 
Health.  To  take  one  current  example,  the 
average  prescription  item  cost  has  risen 
by  lp  to  2p  per  month  for  many  months 
and  a  six-month  delay  in  pricing  prescrip- 
tions means  that  the  last  known  average 
item  cost  (on  which  interim  payments  to 
contractors  are  based)  is  of  the  order  of 
lOp  too  low.  Although  this  deficit  will 
eventually  be  made  good,  even  a  rela- 
tively small  contractor  may  experience  a 
cash  flow  deficit  of  £1,000  and  yet  the 
Department  of  Health  sees  no  problem 
and  refuses  to  revise  the  basis  for  calcu- 
lating interim  payments. 

In  the  climate  engendered  by  decisions 
of  this  character,  any  changes  will  have  to 
be  made  extremely  carefully  and  in  such 
a  way  that  any  balance  of  financial 
advantage  lies  with  contractors. 
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Medicines  distribution:  a 
marketing  man's  view 

The  letter  from  C.  L.  and  C.  H.  Holmes 
(Jane  19)  makes  some  pertinent  points 
about  the  role  of  the  pharmacist,  especially 
in  rural  areas. 

Unfortunately,  it  betrays  an  attitude 
towards  proprietary  medicines  which 
seems  sadly  out  of  touch  with  customers' 
own  views  and  habits.  More,  it  ascribes 
to  manufacturers  the  aim  of  selling  as 
many  of  their  remedies  as  possible,  the 
inference  being  that  maximum  sale  comes 
before  all  else.  This  is  patently  untrue,  as 
false  as  saying  that  the  retail  pharmacist's 
aim  is  to  maximise  his  profit  whether  by 
"selling"  prescription  medicines,  making 
up  his  own  potions  or  supplying  high 
price  cosmetics,  cheap  hot  water  bottles 
or  photographic  services. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  we  are  all  in 
business  to  serve  the  needs  of  our 
customers  legally,  decently,  honestly  and 
responsibly — with  much  law  to  ensure  this 
is  done  without  the  excesses  of  the  past.  It 
is  also  fairly  clear  that  without  the  self- 
medication  made  possible  by  the  products 
apparently  so  despised  by  the  Holmes's, 
the  NHS  would  fall  in  financial  ruin. 

Surely  it  is  time  for  all  parties  in  the 
sale  of  all  medicines  to  recognise  each 
other's  virtues  as  well  as  their  vices,  to 
ensure  that  desirable  legislation  makes 
common  and  economic  sense?  Better  this 
than  bicker  over  narrow  interests  and  out- 
dated preconceptions  while  allowing  ideal- 
istic idiots  to  bring  yet  another  profession- 
ally-based British  industry  to  ruin. 

Let  us  all  have  the  satisfaction  of  serving 
need,  for  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than 
that  the  short  term  advantages  to  pharma- 
cists offered  by  the  legislative  proposals 
opposed  by  the  PAGB  would  soon  be 
overtaken  by  the  loss  of  independence  so 
rightly  treasured  by  pharmacists  and 
manufacturers,  and  end  in  medicine 
becoming  yet  another  arm  of  the  Civil 
Service  and  all  that  that  entails.  Experience 
shows  that  such  is  rarely  for  either  the 
private  or  the  public  good. 

Factor  et  Vendor 

Society's  fees 

Referring  back  to  my  letter  of  May  29 
(p784)  and  to  earlier  letters,  I  note  that 
even  further  increases  are  proposed  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  fees.  And  we 
still  have  not  been  given  the  information 
I  believe  we  need  and  which  I  have  asked 
for. 

How  can  we,  who  pay  these  fees,  arrive 
at  a  fair  assessment,  an  assessment  fair 
to  everyone  concerned?  What  can  we  do? 
The  Privy  Council  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Services  are  involved.  I 
now  propose,  reluctantly,  to  ask  them  to 
bear  in  mind  the  points  I  have  been 
Iraising,    before    further    increases  are 


approved.  Surely  it  would  have  been  so 
much  simpler  had  we  had  communication 
and  responsiveness? 

As  I  have  said  before,  I  am  not  making 
an  attack,  except  an  attack  on  silence. 

E.  A.  Jensen 
Brighton 

Contract  limitation 

May  I  congratulate  the  initiative  taken  by 
the  president  of  the  Society  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Services  Negotiating  Committee 
in  seeking  limitation  of  contracts  and 
tnereby  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  with  an  ;ssue  that  is  vital  to  the 
survival  of  retail  pharmacy. 

Our  increasing  turnover  dependence  on 
NHS  receipts  has  been  well  charted  in 
recent  years  and  variously  accounted  for 
by  loss  of  OTC  business  to  supermarkets, 
gross  increase  in  prescription  volume,  and 
latterly  an  increasing  share  of  dispensing 
due  to  pharmacy  closures.  Amidst  all  these 
trends  the  average  on-cost  plus  profes- 
sional fee  (adjusted  against  the  retail  price 
index)  has  remained  surprisingly  constant 
since  1961  (see  first  table). 

Retail  pharmacy  must  now  be  one  of 
the  most  cost-effective  parts  of  the  NHS 
following  such  an  increase  in  efficiency  of 
dispensing  for  so  little  reward  in  real 
(erms.  I  would  suggest  that  the  pressure 
behind  the  high  rate  of  closures,  and  thus 
indirectly  behind  the  increase  in  our 
dependence  on  NHS  turnover,  is  an  insuffi- 
cient level  of  funding  of  on-cost  and 
professional  fees. 

A  proprietor's  income,  the  finance  of 


Now  that  the  dust  of  the  Council  election 
has  settled,  there  are  some  aspects  which 
have  given  disquiet  to  many  pharmacists 
who  have  written  to  me. 

First,  there  is  a  large  area — the  whole  of 
the  South  West,  stretching  from  Penzance 
to  Portsmouth — without  any  member  of 
Council  from  that  area.  Is  this,  especially 
in  view  of  acceptance  of  "devolution", 
going  to  give  rise  for  demands  for  regional 
representation? 

Second,  small  branches.  To  obtain 
success  a  candidate  needs  what  could  be 
termed  two  "types"  of  votes.  The  local 
vote  and  the  "national  appeal"  vote. 
Before  STV  a  member  of  a  small  branch 
would  have  his  local  vote  and  the  national 
appeal  vote,  but  every  vote  would  count 
— no  matter  where  placed  on  the  voting 
paper  they  were  all  first  preference.  With 
STV,  a  candidate  from  a  small  branch 
would  still  have  the  local  vote — still  first 
preference  but  his  or  her  national  appeal 
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inflating  stock  holdings,  the  purchase  of 
both  busmess  and  premises,  the  service  of 
overdraft  facilities,  and  general  investment 
in  the  standard  of  practice  are  ail  depen- 
dent on  a  realistic  return.  This  area  of 
pharmacy  is  drastically  underfinanced  as 
can  be  seen  by  contrasting  on-cost  and 
professional  fees  against  other  elements 
in  the  pharmaceutical  budget  as  a  propor- 
tion of  total  public  expenditure  (see  second 
table  below). 

The  consequences  of  underfinancing 
NHS  d'spensing  are  serious.  The  next 
generation  of  pharmacists  will  find  it 
impossible  to  afford  the  only  viable  phar- 
macies occupying  prime  retail  or  dispen- 
sing sites.  This  directly  affects  those 
currently  engaged  in  retail  practice  who 
will  not  be  able  to  realise  the  value  of 
their  assets.  Unless  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  order  of  20  per  cent  to  relieve  the 
cost  pressures  in  retail  pharmacy,  indepen- 
dents will  have  to  amalgamate  in  joint 
holding  companies  to  protect  their  assets 
and  prevent  the  collapse  of  the  existing 
distributive  network. 

One  considerat:on  standing  in  the  way 
of  the  Government  must  be  the  thought  of 
an  inevitable  rash  of  profit-taking  phar- 
macy developments  should  money  be 
made  available  to  stabilise  distribution. 
Limitation  of  contracts  would  provide  us 
with  the  only  means  of  controlling  this 
back  lash  and  must  improve  our  chances 
of  seeing  a  change  for  the  better  in  our 
system  and  level  of  remuneration. 

Noel  Baumber 
Grantham 


Average  no.  of      Average  on-cost 

to 
s) 


vote,  quite  understandably,  due  to  local, 
national,  or  other  loyalties  would  now 
become  second  or  third  preference,  and  is 
really  of  little  value. 

Will  it  mean  in  future  that  a  candidate 
from  a  large  branch  has  an  advantage,  or 
has  a  candidate  got  to  align  with  a 
"block"  or  group  and  lose  independence? 
Or  will  it  mean  that  the  small  branches 
have  to  get  together?  Will  it  mean  that 
the  Council  will  eventually  be  composed 
of  "blocks"  with  narrow  sectional  interests 
and  not  that  of  the  membership  as  a 
who'e?  Will  the  individual  independent 
pharmacist  be  gradually  squeezed  out? 

Has  the  value  of  the  vote  been  "de- 
valued"? Previously  a  member  had  seven 
votes  of  equal  value  now  only  one  or  two 
at  most  which  really  matter. 

STV  was  going  to  cure  apathy  but  the 
reverse  seems  true.  We  had  the  lowest  poll 
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Year 
1961 
1963 
1968 
1973 
%  change 
1961-73 


7o  NHS  turnover 
dependence 
33.8 
34.5 
41.8 
47.0 

+  39.05 


Number  of  NHS 
pharmacies 
12,880 
12,730 
11 ,840 
10,400 

-22.07 


Gross  no.  of  NHS  prescriptions 


prescriptions 
205.0m 
205.4m 
267.0m 
284.1m 

+  38.58 


per  pharmacy 
15,916 
16,135 
22.551 
27,317 

+  71.63 


(adjustei 
1949  pric 
8.06p 
8.64p 

7.19p 
812p 

+  0.7' 


Year 
1953 
1961 
1972 
%  change 

1953-72 
%  chanqe 
1961-72 


Total  public 
expenditure 
(Cmx1 ,000) 
5.91 
9.05 
24.72 

+  318.27 

+  173.14 


Proportion  of 
on-cost  and 
prof  fees 

0.354 

0  337 

0,283 

-20.1 
-16.0 


Manufacturing 
costs  (incl 
wholesale) 
0  527 
0.725 
0.789 

+  49.7 

+  8.83 


Public  expenditure 
on  total  pharma- 
ceutical service 
0.809 
1.062 
1.072 

+  32.5 

+  0.94 


Total  N 
9.27 
10.84 
11.05 

+  19.; 

+  1.9- 


Shortcomings  of  the  STV  voting  system? 
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EVERY  ONE 


At  Least  A  Further  5%  Discount 
In  Profit-Sharing  Rebate 


Minimum  Basic  Rate  Forecast 


If  you  require  further  information  about  UniChem 
please  see  our  advertisement  on  page  35 
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i  WINNER! 


3  121%  off 
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*fcone  of  UniChem's  many 
own  brand  products. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Nl 

'Considerable' 
deficit  likely 
this  year 

There  is  likely  to  be  a  considerable 
deficiency  in  expenditure  over  income  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  at  the  end  of  the  present  financial 
year.  That  was  stated  at  the  Society's 
Council  meeting  last  month  by  Mr  J.  A. 
Brown,  who  presented  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee's report.  He  added  that  figures 
would  be  available  for  members  at  the 
next  Council  meeting,  by  which  time  a 
clearer  picture  would  have  emerged.  The 
report  was  adopted. 

Management  course 

A  report  from  the  Education  Committee 
was  presented  by  Mrs  C.  O'Rourke  who 
said  the  Committee  had  met  to  consider 
the  possibility  of  holding  a  five  day  course 
on  management  training  towards  the  end 
of  March  1977.  It  was  estimated  that  the 
cost  of  providing  the  course  would  be 
about  £500  and  it  was  hoped  that  Northern 
Pharmacies  Ltd  might  be  in  a  position  to 
make  that  sum  available ;  the  directors 
could  not,  however,  guarantee  that  a  simi- 
lar sum  would  be  available  in  subsequent 
years.  The  Committee  had  recommended 
that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  students 
were  able  to  attend  and  if  the  necessary 
financial  assistance  was  forthcoming  the 
course  should  proceed. 

Mrs  O'Rourke  said  some  members 
would  have  preferred  the  course  to  be  held 
on  one  day  a  week  for  five  weeks  instead 
of  the  one  week  full-time;  the  intervals 
between  talks  permitted  those  concerned  to 
undertake  additional  reading.  Professor  P. 
F.  D'Arcy  had  said  that  it  was  not  at 
present  possible  to  include  management 
training  in  the  syllabus  for  the  degree 
course  as  insufficient  time  was  available; 
however,  the  existing  course  included  a 
good  deal  of  the  work  covered  by  a 
management  training  course. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  early 
in  1977  a  series  of  eight  lectures  be  held 
on  current  topics,  the  lectures  to  com- 
mence in  January  and  finish  in  March.  It 
was  proposed  to  hold  four  lectures  in 
November  and  December  on  the  skin, 
respiratory  system,  cardiovascular  system 
and  alimentary  tract. 

A  discussion  had  also  taken  place  in  the 
Committee  about  the  number  of  students 
entering  pharmacy.  Professor  D'Arcy  had 
said  that  higher  "A"  level  gradings  would 
be  required  for  admission  in  October  this 
year,  and  students  would  not  be  permitted 
to  transfer  to  the  pharmacy  course  at  the 
end  of  their  first  year  in  the  science 
faculty. 

Mr  J.  Kerr  reported  that  a  meeting  of 
the  EEC  Pharmacy  Group  was  to  be  held 
in  Brussels  on  June  25.  As  it  had  not  been 
possible  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  United 
Kingdom  EEC  Group  before  the  Brussels 


meeting,  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Ireland 
EEC  Committee  had  been  held  to  consider 
the  recent  proposals  on  the  free  movement 
of  pharmacists  within  the  community. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the 
conditions  of  practical  training  laid  down 
should  include  some  experience  in  general 
practice  pharmacy,  if  possible  six  months, 
as  was  currently  required  in  Northern 
Ireland.  It  was  also  recommended  that 
the  provisions  in  the  1969  Draft  Directive 
requiring  3,500  hours  of  academic  lec- 
tures would  be  preferable  to  the  more 
recent  suggestion  that  2,100  hours  would 
be  stipulated,  not  in  the  Directive  itself 
but  in  the  statement  by  the  EEC  Council 
when  the  Directive  was  confirmed.  The 
Committee  also  urged  that  the  member- 
ship of  the  proposed  Advisory  Committee 
— to  be  set  up  for  the  purpose  of  monitor- 
ing and  assessing  the  standards  of  pharma- 
ceutical education  in  member  countries — 
should  include  practising  pharmacists. 

It  was  reported  that  a  cheque  for  £250 
toward  the  cost  of  the  Golden  Jubilee 
Dinner  had  been  received  from  Northern 
Pharmacies  Ltd. 

Mr  G.  E.  Mcllhagger  said  he  was  some- 
what concerned  to  learn  that  members 
who  held  the  Society's  diploma  and  had 
considerable  experience  in  hospital  phar- 
macies were  not  always  granted  an  inter- 
view when  applications  for  hospital  phar- 
macy posts  were  being  considered.  He 
thought  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  some 
of  the  experienced  pharmacists  were  not 
considered  for  such  posts  merely  because 
they  did  not  hold  a  degree  in  pharmacy. 

Mr  T.  I.  O'Rourke  said  reorganisation 
of  the  health  and  personal  social  services 
had  created  a  number  of  new  posts.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  a  great  deal  of  con- 
fusion existed  in  the  minds  of  the  holders 
of  some  posts  as  to  their  responsibilities 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  worthwhile 
to  hold  a  one  day  seminar  on  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  various  officers 
and  committees.  It  was  agreed  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  hold  such  a 
seminar. 

Practice  in  Bermuda 

The  secretary,  Mr  W.  Gorman,  reported 
that  he  had  received  a  reply  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  practising  in  Bermuda 
about  the  allegation  that  American  phar- 
macists working  there  received  higher 
salaries  than  their  British  colleagues.  The 
member  had  informed  him  that  there  were 
no  Americans  working  in  general  practice 
pharmacy  in  Bermuda;  there  were,  how- 
ever, several  Canadians  who  received 
exactly  the  same  salary  as  Great  Britain 
or  Northern  Ireland  qualified  pharmacists. 
Salaries  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
tended  to  be  h'gher  than  in  Bermuda 
where  no  income  tax  had  to  be  paid.  With 
regard  to  the  ownership  of  pharmacies 
every  business  was  subject  to  51  per  cent 
control  by  a  Bermudian — someone  born  in 
Bermuda  or  who  had  obtained  Bermudian 
status ;  that  status  could  be  applied  for 
after  five  years'  residence  on  the  island.  In 
all,  four  pharmacists  holding  the  Northern 
Ireland  qualification  practised  in  Bermuda. 

It  was  improbable  that  any  pharmacist 
would  arrive  in  Bermuda  as  a  freelance  as 
the  immigration  laws  are  such  that  a  work 
permit  was  issued  only  when  a  company 
hired  a  pharmacist.  The  climate  was  excel- 
lent   and    the    working    conditions  were 
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extremely  good.  However,  a  married  man 
with  a  family  was  at  some  disadvantage 
since  schooling  and  hospital  bills  were 
high.  The  population  was  insufficient  to 
support  a  university  and  children  were 
usually  sent  to  Canada  or  the  UK  to 
receive  their  education. 

It  was  reported  that  the  contractor  who 
submitted  an  estimate  for  carrying  out 
repairs  to  the  first  and  second  floors  of 
the  Society's  building  had  given  a  25  year 
guarantee  with  the  treatment  suggested. 
The  estimate  had  been  accepted  and  it 
was  hoped  that  work  would  soon 
commence. 

The  president.  Mr  T.  G.  Eakin, 
announced  that  the  proposed  meeting  of 
the  Law  Committee  with  some  members 
of  the  drug  squad  had  not  been  arranged 
because  the  head  of  the  squad  was  under- 
going a  training  course.  It  was  hoped  to 
arrange  the  meeting  as  soon  as  he 
returned. 

Mr  Gorman  reported  that  Dr  R.  J. 
Millar  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  speak 
to  members  of  the  Society  at  the  presi- 
dent's "At  home"  which  it  was  proposed 
to  hold  in  October.  The  subject  of  his  talk 
would  be  "The  history  of  the  Royal  Vic- 
toria Hospital,  Belfast"  and  possible  dates 
were  October  12,  18  and  25.  Mr 
Mcllhagger  said  he  understood  Dr  Millar 
had  put  a  great  deal  of  work  into  pre- 
paring the  lecture  and  he  thought  the 
subject  an  admirable  one  for  a  president's 
"At  home". 

A  letter  on  behalf  of  Mr  Rory  O'Hare 
was  read  asking  if  the  Council  would 
make  a  grant  of  £30  to  assist  him  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  to  be  held  in  St 
Andrews,  Scofland ;  Mr  O'Hare  was  co- 
author of  a  paper  "Trimelhylsilylethers  of 
ethinylalcoho's  as  latentiated  drugs".  It 
was  agreed  to  make  a  grant  as  requested. 


Letters 

Conlinued  from  p27 

for  years  with  many  "frightened  off"  with 
the  "complexity" — and  the  highest  number 
of  spoilt  papers  is  not  a  good  omen  for  a 
high  poll  in  future  elections. 

Again  to  quote  racing  parlance,  if  a 
horse  is  backed  in  a  race  it  is  only  natural 
to  wish  to  know  how  it  got  on.  Was  it 
first,  second,  third?  Interest  wanes  and 
goes  if  told  there  were  three  winners  but 
the  posifions  cannot  be  revealed.  Similarly 
with  the  results  of  the  STV  Council 
election. 

Further,  how  can  a  new  entrant  to 
Council  election,  or  a  sitting  member 
come  to  that,  know  what  impact  his  or  her 
policy  has  made  or  gauge  what  progress 
has  been  made  if  positions  or  numbers  of 
votes  cast  are  not  given? 

There  is  too  much  in  the  dark  which 
does  not  augur  for  interest  in  future 
elections.  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  in 
the  Scottish  and  Welsh  Executive  elections 
the  old  fashioned  democratic  method  was 
used. 

Mervyn  Madge 

Plymouth 

[Whilst  agreeing  with  much  of  what  Mr 
Madge  suggests,  he  apparently  supported 
the  STV  vote  when  on  Council — or  did 
he? — Editor.] 
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Company 
News 


Ayrshire  franchise 
or  Numark 

Ayrshire  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  are  to  join 
ndependent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  and 
iperate  a  Numark  franchise. 

No  precise  timetable  has  yet  been  set  to 
mpiement  a  recruitment  programme,  but 
etailer  meetings  are  being  organised  to 
inaiise  details  and  a  detailed  statement  is 
jomised  shortly.  Ayrshire  Pharmaceuti- 
als  operate  from  Townholm,  Kilmarnock. 
J  A  Numark  delegation,  led  by  Mr  Hugh 
Sutler,  MPS,  chairman  of  ICML  and 
I  H.  Butler  &  Son  Ltd,  recently  returned 
rom  a  study  tour  in  the  United  States. 
The  party  visited  wholesale  and  OTC  dis- 
ributors  and  drug  stores  in  Seattle, 
racoma,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles, 
Denver  and  New  York  and  found  the 
idvertising  and  merchandising  schemes 
>perated  by  some  wholesalers  in  co- 
speration  with  individual  shops  of  parti- 
:ular  interest.  They  also  found  computer 
mrdware  much  in  evidence  with  a  range 
if  control  systems  variously  tailored  to 
neet  the  needs  of  wholesalers'  customers. 

VI&B  pharmaceutical  sales 
up  by  26  per  cent  in  1975 

Consolidated  turnover  of  May  &  Baker 
^td  rose  to  £77m  in  the  year  ending 
December  31  against  £62  5m  in  1974. 

Sales  of  company  manufactured  pro- 
lucts  were  28  per  cent  higher  at  £66m,  of 
vhich  63  per  cent  was  in  overseas  markets 
mainly  former  Commonwealth  countries) 
ind  about  half  the  growth  is  attributable 
o  volume  growth.  After  higher  financial 
.harges  pre-tax  profit  rose  by  16  6  per 
:ent,  before  reserves,  the  increase  being 
leld  back  by  the  inflation  of  raw  material 
>osts,  salaries,  wages  and  other  expenses 
luring  the  year  while  price  controls  in  the 
JK  and  elsewhere  did  not  a!low  prices  to 
se  as  rapidly  as  costs  increased. 
Pharmaceutical  sales  rose  by  26  per 
:ent,  agrochemical  sales  by  65  per  cent 
md  fine  chemical  and  plastics  sales,  more 
iffected  by  the  general  industrial  recession, 
)y  only  5  per  cent,  representing  a  fall  in 
/olume.  Capital  expenditure  has  continued 
it  a  high  level;  a  new  pharmaceutical 
jlant  is  being  erected  in  Nigeria  and  con- 
iiderable  work  is  in  hand  in  the  UK  to 
provide  necessary  development,  production 
ind  analytical  facilities.  New  chemical 
3lant  was  provided  to  meet  the  increased 
iemands  for  the  new  drugs  and  weed- 
killers introduced  during  the  year. 

New  paracetamol  plant 

Sterling  Organics'  new  £3  5m  paracetamol 
Jlant    at    Dudley,  Northumberland 
:laimed  to  be  the  most  up-to-date  of  its 
dnd  in  the  world — has  been  commissioned 
md  is  now  "on  stream". 
The   company   believes   that   the  new 


Sterling  Organics' 
new  3,000  tonne 
paracetamol  plant 
is  now  "on  stream" 
(see  below) 


plant,  which  has  a  capacity  of  3,000 
tonnes,  will  help  meet  the  growing  world 
demand  as  well  as  improve  availability  in 
the  home  market.  The  enormous  increase 
in  the  use  of  paracetamol,  as  an  alterna- 
tive analgesic  to  aspirin  and  a  replacement 
for  phenacetin,  has  led  to  supply  difficul- 
ties in  recent  years. 

Construction  of  the  plant  began  at  the 
end  of  1974.  Built  on  Sterling  Organics' 
42-acre  complex  at  Dudley,  it  incorporates 
a  number  of  unique  features,  including  a 
centralised  control  system  which  allows 
sequential  control  of  the  entire  process. 
This  process — a  direct  synthesis  using 
prime  feedstocks — is  one  that  has  been 
developed  and  refined  during  20  years  of 
large  scale  production  at  the  company's 
nearby  Fawdon  facility  which,  with  a 
capacity  of  up  to  2,000  tonnes,  will  con- 
tinue to  operate. 

The  new  plant  staris  with  the  oil-based 
raw  materials,  phenol  and  acetic  anhydride. 


Pharmacy  cash  and  carry 
uses  repackaging  system 

Paul  Martin  (Wholesale)  Ltd,  Leyton,  east 
London,  have  been  operating  a  cash  and 
carry  warehouse  for  nearly  18  months, 
which  serves  north  east  London  pharma- 
cies including  16  belonging  to  Paul 
Martin.  The  company  uses  Rapfast's 
shrink  wrap  system  to  repackage  goods 
into  smaller  quantities  to  suit  retailer 
requirements.  Shrink  wrapping  also  enables 
damaged  packs  to  be  replaced,  protects 
goods  while  on  display  and  allows  the 
cash  and  carry  customer  to  see  clearly 
what  is  being  purchased.  Repackaging 
into  smaller  quantities  applies  to  those 
toiletries  and  sundries  which  retail  pharma- 
cists prefer  to  stock  in  quantities  of  less 
than  six. 

More  Company  News  on  p33 


Attack  on  drug  industry's  'pseudo-competition' 


"Pseudo-competition"  in  the  drug  industry 
— that  is,  between  companies  belonging  to 
the  same  group  selling  the  same,  or  simi- 
lar, preparations  under  different  names 
without  mention  of  their  connection — is 
attacked  in  the  latest  issue  of  Drug  and 
Therapeutics  Bulletin  by  Consumers' 
Association. 

The  Bulletin  says:  "Competition  is  a 
good  thing,  even  between  different 
branches  of  the  same  company,  if  it  leads 
to  greater  innovation  and  wider  effective 
choice  for  consumers,  or  to  lower  costs 
and  prices.  But  in  the  situations  discussed 
here  competition  results  in  unnecessary 
confusion  in  the  information  reaching  pre- 
servers, especially  if  each  firm  aims  at  a 
slightly  different  market.  It  is  also  bound 
to  result  in  greater  marketing  and  pro- 
motional costs  with  these  costs  passed  on 
to  the  consumer  (or  the  NHS)".  Since  both 
partners  are  capitalising  or.  the  same  stock 
of  knowledge  such  competition  is  unlikely 
to  lead  to  greater  innovative  or  productive 
efficiency. 

Whether  practised  by  two  companies  in 
th?  same  parent  group,  or  when  two 
different  firms  arrange  to  market  the  same 
preparation  each  under  a  different  brand 
name  pseudo-competition  disregards  the 
confusion  it  causes  prescribers,  the 
Bulletin  argues.  "It  increases  the  number 
of    drug    names    with    which    they  and 


pharmacists  have  to  cope,  creates  point- 
less trouble  for  pharmacists,  and  can  con- 
fuse patients  who  may  mis'akenly  believe 
they  have  been  given  the  wrong  drug." 

The  Bulletin  lists  the  companies  it 
claims  practise  pseudo-competition  and 
gives  examples  of  "seemingly  different, 
but  virtually  identical"  preparations  mar- 
keted by  mutual  agreement  by  different 
companies. 

"A  licensing  arrangement  between  sepa- 
rate companies  is  of  course  quite  a  logical 
component  of  a  joint  research  and  develop- 
ment progi:imme,  and  it  also  makes  sense 
if  the  company  that  has  originated  a  drug 
has  inadequate  marketing  resources.  But 
why  could  not  the  partners  use  the  same 
brand  name  and  divide  the  revenue  in  pro- 
portion to  their  expenditure  on  the  drug? 
We  hope  this  w  11  be  seriously  considered 
by  the  industry." 

The  Bulletin  concludes :  "Competition 
in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  should  be 
based  on  demonstrable  differences  between 
a  product  and  its  competitors,  that  is, 
greater  efficacy  or  acceptability,  lesser 
toxicity,  or  lower  cos*.  Competition 
between  identical  or  very  similar  products 
that  cost  the  same  is  both  wasteful  and 
against  the  interests  of  medicine  and,  in 
the  long  run,  against  the  interests  of  the 
industry,  as  it  gives  grounds  for  justified 
criticism." 


32    Chemist  &  Druggist 


3  July  197 


DUMP  DISPLAYS 
SELL  MORE 


5 


55" 


1  «" 


1!) 


SHOW  MORE 

3  dump  baskets  white  plastic 
coated.  For  big  displays  that  sell. 

SELL  MORE 

Super  Merchandiser  "supplied 
complete  with  chrome  card 
holder+4  wheels  foreasy  moving. 

"Super  Merchandiser" 

only  £28,50 

+  C1.50  CARRIAGE  +  VAT. 

or  2  for  £50.00 

+  £3.00  CARRIAGE  +  V.A.T. 

Mail  or  telephone  order  only.  No  rep  will  call 
Please  allow  2  weeks  for  delivery. 

Height  to  top  basket  55 
Maximum  diameter  24 


To:  Tom  Drake  Associates  Ltd.,  7  High  St,  Ewell, Surrey. Tel:01  394  1211 

Please  send  me  1  Super  Merchandiser  5)  £28.50 
2  Super  Merchandiser  for£50.00 
+  Carriage  £1.50each+  VAT 

Name  

Address   '.  


Tel.  No. 


CD7 


BaByliss  Curls 

Today,  there's  an  increasing  demand  for  home  hairdressing 

appliances  -  and  this  new,  cordless  waving  iron  from 
Babyliss  is  high  on  the  current  list  of  style-setters.  It's  one 
of  a  range  of  elegant,  high-quality  products  created  by  this 
famous  French  company,  all  of  which  are  available  from 
Standrings,  the  sole  UK  distributors.  Become  a  Babyliss 
stockist  today,  and  gain  a  head  start  on  your  competitors. 


See  us  at 

SALON  76 

STAND  No.  io 

Royal  Lancaster  Hotel 
Lancaster  Gate,  London 
July  1 8th,  19th,  20th 

Write  or  telephone  for  tickets 


For  details  and  trade  terms  contact:- 
Standring  Son  &  Co  (Hull)  Ltd,  101  Spring  Bank,  HULL. 
Tel:  0482  27311 


REGD. 


THE  BRAND  LEADER 

STERILE  PACKS 
CONFORMING  TO 
THE  SPECIFICATION 
OF  THE  N.H.S. 
DRUG  TARIFF 


I    Vernon  -  Carus  Limited 

i        PEN  WORTH  AM  MILLS  ■  PRESTON  •  LANCS.     TEL.  44493/8 


OBTAINABLE    FROM    ALL   WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 
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Company  news 


Continued  from  p31 
Briefly 

Warner  Lambert,  Eastleigh,  Hants,  have 
received  the  British  Safety  Council's  award 
for  the  achievement  of  an  industrial  acci- 
dent incident  rate  below  the  national 
average  for  1975. 

Mr  N.  Baumber,  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  Council,  has  opened  a 
new  pharmacy  at  15  St  Catherine's  Road, 
Grantham,  Lines.  He  already  has  another 
business  in  the  town,  at  14  Market  Place. 
Net  sales  by  L'Oreal  in  1975  totalled 
Fr3,638m.  and  consolidated  net  profit 
Frl54m.  During  the  year  acquisition  of 
third  parties'  shares  in  companies  in  the 
Lancome  and  Parfums  Guy  Laroche 
groups  led  to  a  reorganisation  in  the 
group's  perfumery  and  beauty  products 
division ;  also  the  takeover  of  Labora- 
tories Roja  is  expected  to  reinforce  its 
presence  in  consumer  markets,  particularly 
hair  colourants  and  setting  lotions. 
Booker  McConnell  Ltd,  the  health  and 
food  manufacturing  division — including 
Kingswood  (Chemists)  Ltd — has  been 
transferred  to  the  UK  food  distribution 
division.  However,  a  spokesman  for  the 
company  told  C&D  that  the  changes  are 
purely  organisational  in  nature  and  the 
previous  division  would  still  operate  as  a 
group  within  the  food  distribution  divi- 
sion. Management  changes  this  week 
include  Mr  M.  C.  W.  Wildy  becoming 
deputy  chief  executive  and  Mr  T.  N.  W. 
Hearder  joining  the  board. 

Appointments 

Golden  Ltd:  Mr  Cyril  Ashley  has  been 
appointed  chairman  and  Mr  Jack  Mas 
managing  director. 

Interval  Skin  Care  Preparations  Ltd:  Mr 

David  E.  Benn,  5  Elmsway,  Bramhall, 
Ches,  has  been  appointed  northern  area 
representative. 

C'hesebrough-Pond's  Ltd:  Mr  Brian  D. 
Green  has  been  promoted  to  sales  and 
marketing  director.  He  has  been  with  the 
company  since  1968  and  was  previously 
general  sales  manager. 
Sperry  Remington:  Mr  John  Booker,  who 
joined  the  company  a  year  ago  as  national 
field  sales  manager,  has  now  been  ap- 
pointed national  accounts  manager  and 
Mr  David  Spice,  who  has  been  with  com- 
panies in  the  group  since  1954,  has  been 
appointed  national  accounts  executive. 
Regent  Laboratories  Ltd:  Mr  Glyn  I. 
James  has  been  appointed  managing  direc- 
tor. Previously  director  and  general  mana- 
ger, Mr  James  has  also  worked  for  USV 
Pharmaceutical  Corporation  (Internation- 
al); Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd;  and  Fisons 
Pharmaceuticals.  Mr  Peter  Briess,  formerly 
Regent's  managing  director,  as  a  director 
of  Lewis  &  Peat  Chemicals  Ltd,  has  been 
given  special  responsibility  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  Guinness  Peat  Group's 
pharmaceutical  and  health  care  activities, 
remaining  on  fhe  boards  of  Regent 
Laboratories  and  New  Era  Laboratories. 


Market 
News 


Soft  drinks  industry  busy 

London,  June  29:  The  high  temperatures 
of  last  week  have  sent  demand  soaring 
up  for  certain  essential  oils  and  flavour- 
ings from  the  soft  drinks  industry.  Most 
prices  in  that  sector,  however,  moved 
little.  Elsewhere  in  essential  oils  such 
changes  as  occurred  were  in  an  upward 
direction  and  included  patchouli,  petit- 
grain,  Chinese  cedarwood  and  spearmint 
and  Brazilian  sassafras. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals  showed  little 
change,  however,  borax  and  boric  acid 
are  higher  than  previously. 

Crude  drug  and  spice  quotations  were 
mostly  repeated  at  the  previous  week's 
level. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetic  acid:  4-ton  lots,  per  metric  ton  delivered — 
BPC  glacial  £242.50;  99.5  per  cent  £231;  80  per 
cent  grade  pure  £214.50,  technical  £200. 
Aluminium  chloride:  Pure  50-kg  lots,  £0.8248  kg. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 


carbonate 
salicylate 
subgallate 
subnitrate 


50-kg 
9.80 
8.15 
8.65 
8.87 


250-kg 
9.75 


8.80 


Borax:  EP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton  in 
paper  bags,  delivered — granular  £174;  crystals 
£233;  powder  £191;  extra  fine  powder  £200. 
Boric  acid:  tP  grades  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots  for  British  material — granular  £225;  crystals 
£306;  powder  £246;  extra  fine  powder  £256. 
Bromides:  Crystals  £  per  metric  ton 


Ammonium 
Potassium* 
Sodium 


Under  50-kg 
1,040 
960 
940 


50-kg  1,000-kg 

885  830 

810  775 

796  761 


*  Powder  plus  £40  kg 

Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £125  metric  ton. 
Calcium  gluconate:  £1,115  metric  ton. 
Ferrous  fumarate:  £1.25  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Ferrous  gluconate:  £1,395  metric  ton  delivered. 
Formic  acid:  per  metric  ton  delivered  in  4-ton 
lots,  98  per  cent  £267;  85  per  cent  £222.50. 
Hypophosphites:  £  per  kg 


Calcium 
Iron 

Magnesium 
Manganese 
Potassium 
Sodium 


12i-kg 
3.07 
5.72 
4.87 
6.12 
4.20 
3.48 


50-kg 
2.94 
5.58 
4.48 
5.72 
4.06 
3.14 


Hypophosphorous  acid:  (50-kg  lots)  Pure  50  per 
cent  £2.8865  kg;  BPC  30  per  cent  £2.2434, 
Iodides:  £  per  kg: 


Potassium* 
Scdium 


Under  50-kg 
3.61 
4.71 


50-kg 
3.48 
4.59 


250-kg 
3.46 


*  Fcr  crystals  and  granules. 

Iron  and  ammonium  citrate:  Granular  £903;  scales 
£990  metric  ton. 

Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  1,000  kg;  heavy 
£488;  light  £380. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  Pure  £1.5725 
kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Magnesium    hydroxide:    (metric   ton)    BPC  light 
£1,07  l;  28  per  cent  paste  £390. 
Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  1,000  kg  heavy  £1,304; 
light  £1,070. 

Magnesium  sulphate:  BP  frcm  £85.00  metric  ton; 

commercial  £74.00;  exsiccated  £196.40. 

Magnesium  trisilicate:  £528  metric  ton. 

Sodium  perborate:    (per   1,000  kg)  monohydrate 

£411,  tetrahydrate  £242. 

Sodium  percarbonate:  £326  per  metric  ton. 


Crude  drugs 


Camphor:  Natural  powder,  £4.00  kg,  in  bond. 
Synthetic  £0.75. 

Cardamoms:    (per   lb,   cif)    Alleppy  green   no  1 

£3.50;  prime  seeds  £3.50. 

Chillies:  Mombassa  unquoted. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  baik  £350  ton.  Ceylon 

quills  4  O's  £0.58  lb. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  £3,450  per  ton,  cif. 


Colocynth  pulp:  Nominal. 
Gentian:  Root  £1.40  kg  spot;  £1.40,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £915;  Jamaican  (spot) 
£1,025.  Nigerian  split  £515,  peeled  £630.  Sierra 
Leone  £650. 

Hydrastis:  (kg)  £9.00  spot;  £8.80,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  spot  £4.10;  £4.05, 
cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican,  basis  15  per  cent,  £1.95  kg  spot; 
£1.80,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £190  metric  ton,  cif. 
Russian  £260  spot;  Block  juice  £1,130.  Spray- 
dried  £1,050. 

Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian   £9.25  spot;   £9.10,  cif. 
Chinese  £10.00  in  bond;  shipment  £9.65,  cif. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  West  Indian  80's  £1,450, 
unassorted  £1,200;  defective  £1,150. 
Nux  Vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 
Pepper:   (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,010  spot;  £945, 
cif.  White  £1,185;  shipment  £1,110,  cif. 
Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,675  ton,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £710  metric  ton,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £1.40 
kg- 

Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  forward 
£560.  Caraway:  Dutch  £365.  Celery:  Indian 
£415.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £235.  Cumin:  Egyptian 
£435;  Turkish  £500;  Iranian  £580  nominal.  Dill 
Indian  £225,  Fennel:  Indian  £425;  Egyptian 
£200.  Fenugreek  £124. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £12.60  spot  and  cif. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £265  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £850  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £830,  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Almond:  Sweet  in  drum-lots  £1.20  kg. 

Anise:  (kg)  £16.50  spot;  £16.00,  cif. 

Bois  de  rose:  (kg)  £4.60  spot. 

Buchu:  South  African  £155  per  kg  spot. 

Camphor  white:  £0.85  kg  spot;  10.85,  cif. 

Caraway:  Imported  £16.00  kg;  English  £28.00. 

Cardamom:  English  distilled  £120  kg. 

Cassia:  Chinese  spot  and  shipment  not  quoted. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.05  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Celery:  English  £28.00  kg. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £1.25  kg  spot;  £1.22,  cif,  Java 
and  Chinese  £1.60,  cif. 

Coriander:  Imported  Russian  £19.50  kg  spot. 

Dill:  £15.00  in  drum-lots. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £9.00  kg  spot. 

Geranium:  Bourbon  £36.15  kg,  cif. 

Lavandin:  About  £5.00  kg. 

Lavender  spike:  £10.00-£1 1 .00  kg  spot. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  about  £7.20  kg. 

Lemongrass:  Spot  £4.50  kg;  £3.55,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  about  £8.60  kg  spot. 

Mandarin:  £8.40  kg. 

Nutmeg:  (per  kg)  English-distilled  from  West 
Indian  £22.00;  from  East  Indian  £20.00;  imported 
£7.00. 

Olive:  Spot  ex-wharf,  Spanish  £1,120  per  metric 
ton  in  200-kg  drums:  Mediterranean  origin  £1,150; 
Tunisian  £1,170.  Subject  to  EEC  levy  alterations. 
Orange:  Florida  £0.75  kg;  West  Indian  £0.50. 
Origanum:  About  £12.00  kg. 
Palmarosa:  No  spot;  £7.40  kg,  cif. 
Patchouli:  £8.50  kg  .spot;  £8.00,  cif. 
Pennyroyal:  £11.00  kg  to  arrive. 
Pepper:  English  distilled  ex-black  £75.00  kg. 
Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £4.00,  spot; 
shipment   £3.85,    cif.    Chinese    prompt  shipment 
£4.20,   cif.    Piperata,   American   Far  West  about 
£19.00  spot. 

Petitgrain:  £5.30  kg  spot;  forward  £5.00,  cif. 
Rosemary:  £5.75  kg  spot. 
Sage:  Spanish  £1.00  kg  to  arrive. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £52.50  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Sassafras:    Chinese    £2.10    kg    spot;    £2.00,  cif. 
Brazilian   (kg)  £2.00  spot;  £1.80,  cif. 
Spearmint:    American    Far   Wlest    spot   £9.30  kg 
Chinese  spot  unquoted;  £8.00  kg,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Wednesday,  July  7 

Huddersfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  car  park, 
Henry  Sykes  and  Son  Ltd,  Waterloo,  at  7.15pm. 
Treasure  hunt. 

Friday,  July  9 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Terminus  Hotel,  Chatsworth  Road,  Chesterfield, 
at  8pm.  Strawberries  and  wine  evening.  Tickets 
from  Mr  W.  F.  Patterson,  "Galen  Croft", 
The  Green,  Curbar,  Calver,  Sheffield  S30  1YH. 

Advance  information 

Ipharmex  76.  Eighth  international  pharmacist's 
exhibition,  Genoese  fairground,  Italy,  September 
16-19.  Details  from  Ipharmex  76,  Genoa 
International  Fair,  Piazzale  J.  F.  Kennedy  1. 
1-16129  Genoa.  Italy. 
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health  products  from  Saffron 


Saffron  pattern 
BREAST 
RELIEVER 

(NHS) 

New  shape  for 
greater  comfort 
and  ease  of 
use.  Gentle 
action  PVC 
bulb.  Rec.w/s 
price  £0-88 


Saffron  pattern 
VAGINAL 
SYRINGE 

One-piece  pipe 
and  Vonda 
ring.  Easier  to 
use.  A  quality 
product  at  a 
lower  price. 
Rec.w/s  price 
£1-22 


WHIRLING  SPRAY 

Standard  pattern.  2-piece 
pipe  and  Vonda  ring. 
Rec.w/s  price  £1*68 

Higginson's 
ENEMA  (NHS) 

All-plastic  with  one-piece 
bulb  and  tubing.  Rectal 
and  vaginal  pipes  and 
shield.  Rec.w/s  price  £H2 


All  goods  supplied  in 
2-  colour  printed  carton. 


Ask  your  usual  wholesaler 
about  the  complete  range 
of  Saffron  products. 


Saffron 

Specialised  plastics 
5  Rowlands  Road  Worthing 
West  Sussex  BN11  3JJ 
Telephone  Worthing 
(STD  0903)  34034 


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

Tel:  01-629  3118  &  3119  Telex:  918224 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


Classified 
Adverf 


vertisements 

Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm) . 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1 .00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


Shopfitting 


ALPLAN  LTD. 
"The  Shopfitting  People  Who  Care" 

Complete  total  Pharmacy  Shop- 
fitting  Service,  with  National 
Coverage.  Attractive  Finance 
arrangements  available.  For  free 
planning  and  advisory  service 
contact:  ALPLAN  SHOPFITTNG 
LTD.,  Alplan  House,  Cavalier 
Road,  Heathfield,  Newton  Abbot, 
Devon  TQ12  6TG.  Tele:  Bovey 
Tracey  (0626)  832059— (3  lines). 


DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  34B  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Medway  (0634)  55508. 


FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shop- 
titter  specialists  in  Dispensaries, 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
all  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road. 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 


SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  tor 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garratt  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01-946 
2231   (four  lines) 

CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  83  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemisers 
£185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS,  743  Garrstt  Lane.  SW17 
0PD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 


Miscellaneous 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  DBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.I. 


Please  address  Box  No. 
replies  to  :  Box  No.  ... 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


Agents 


For  Sa 


ONE-SiZE  TIGHTS  frcm  £1.55  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Minimum  Older  6  doz. 
overall.  Cash  with  order.  Carriage 
free.  Price  list,  Fdward  Kaye  Ltd, 
3  South  Place.  London  EC2 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches.  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-lashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars.  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Glaostone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 

WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Cloce. 
Ledbury  Road,  Lyndon  W1.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


Agents  required  for 

cailing  on  Retail  Chemists 

with  Shoes,  Sandals  and  Slippers 
for  Babies. 
Generous  commission. 

TINY  STEP 

1a  Overton  Rd,  London  E10 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Australian  firm  wishes  to  act  as 
Agent/Export  for  UK  firm — 
chemist  sundries. 
Blu2  glass  squat  shaped  eye 
baths  wanted  urgently. 

Write: 

AUSSIE  IMPORT  SERVICE 

7  Valley  Road 
Highbury,  South  Australia 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD, 

Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  new 


Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  and  published   by  BENN   BROTHERS   LTD,  25  New  Street  Square.   London  EC4A  3JA 

spaper.  16f/18|/12S. 
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UniChem -serving  ONLY  the  Independent 
Safeguard  YOUR  future  by  running 
YOUR  OWN  wholesale  organisation 


To:  J.A.L.  SPELLER 

General  Sales  Manager 
UniChem  Limited 
Crown  House 
Morden  Surrey  SM4  5EF 


CD  3/7 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


/  would  welcome  more  information  about  UniChem. 


DATE 
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A SHORT 


FROM  FASSETT&  JOHNSON 


Fassett  &  Johnson  have  got  together  with  many  leading 
wholesalers  to  give  you  extra  speedy  help  for  your  in-stock  position. 
This, plus  special  bonuses  on  selected  lines-  as  a  regular  feature ! 

TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THESE  OFFERS  NOW! 


BONUS  PERIOD  JULY- AUGUST 

NESTLE  LITE  14  as  12 

OLD  COTTAGE  LAVENDER 

COMPRESSED  BLOSSOMS  15  as  12 

STOP  IT  15  as  12 

SO  SOFT  SHAMPOO  13  as  12 

MARGO  BABY  POWDER  13  as  12 

or  the  equivalent  thereof 


Also  available  from  stock 

Quickies  Cleansing,  Eye  and  Nail 
Nestle  Lite,  Streaks 'N' Tips  and  Lanalol 
Grossmith  Soap,  White  Fire,  Old  Cottage 
Lavender 

Rosedale/Margo  Hair  Spray  Refills,  Talc, 
Bath  Cubes,  Shampoo,  Splash  Cologne, 
Splash  Lavender 

John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas  Frador,  Lotil,  Stop  It 
Wassen  Pollen-B 


SPECIAL  WHOLESALERS 


1.  Brown  Gray  &  Co. Ltd. 

Glasgow. 

2.  Herbert  Ferryman 
Ltd.,  Southampton. 
Aldershot,  Portsmouth. 

3.  William  Davidson  Ltd. 

Aberdeen. 

4.Scotus  Wholesale 
Supplies.  Edinburgh. 

s.Bleasdale  Ltd.,  York. 

6.  Hall  Forster  &  Co.  Ltd. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

7.  Mawdsley  Brooks  & 
Co.  Ltd.  Salford 

S.Richard  Daniel  &  Son 
Ltd.,  Derby. 
Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Chesterfield. 

9.  E.  H.  Butler  &  Son 
Ltd.,  Leicester. 
Northampton. 

10.  A.  V.  Sorge  &  Co.  Ltd., 

Birmingham  23. 


11.  H.  B.  Dorling  Ltd., 

Dagenham. 

12.  Eastern  Wholesale 
Ltd.,  Stratford,  E.15. 

13.  Macton  (South 
Wales)  Ltd., 

Taffs  Wells,  Cardiff. 

14.  L.  Rowland  &  Co.  Ltd., 

Wrexham. 

15.  Ridley  (Wholesale 
Chemists)  Ltd., 

Carlisle. 

16.  Hills  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd.,  Briercliffe,  Burnley. 

17.  Henry  Sykes  &  Son 
Ltd.,  Huddersfield. 

18.  Martindales, 

East  Grinstead. 
Norwich. 

19  Ayrton  Saunders  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  Liverpool. 
Burslem. 
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